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[24th July 2018] .- Supplerent to Official Gazette

OVERSEAS TREATMENT ACT, 2018
' (Act5of 2018) ...

f assent

-23rd July, 201 8

AN ACT to provnde a framework for the hlghly speclallsed
overseas diagnosis and treatment programme for the
. citizens of Seychelles and matters connected therew1th or
Co mcldental thereto :

. ENACTED by the Pre51dent arid the Natlonal Assembly

PART I- PRELIMINARY

S . 1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Overseas Treatment ‘

Act, 2018 and shall come into operation on such date as the
Mmlster . may, by notice pubhshed inthe Gazette appoint.

€2). Subject ‘to subsection (3), this Act shall apply to
citizens of Seychelles who are domiciled in Seychelles.

* (3) - ‘The - Board may . in exceptlonal circumstances

consider applications from c1tlzens of Seychelles who are not

: dom1c1led in Seychelles

»

" . 'Danny Faure:
President E

Short title

commencement

and application .
4
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lnterprétatien

Overseas

Treatment and

" Coordination
Unit

2,

© 3, (1)

_“Patrents” means persons seeking or undergoing

InthisAct unless the context otherwrse requrres R

“Board” means the Overseas Diagnosis and "
Treatment Board estabhshed under section 5; ’

“Manage means the Manager appornted under .

section 3;

“Member” means a memher ofthe Board;
-“Minister” means the Ministér,'responsible for -
".Health; - B R
““Overseas diagnosis and treatment” means medical

diagnosis,. treatment or follow up, outsrde of .
' ,Seychelles

L T

overseas dlagnosm and treatment under thlS Acty

prescnbed” means - prescrlbed by regulatlons-

' made underthlsAct

N

' specrahst” means a medrcal practmoner or dentist
appointed as a specialist according to the ‘scheme of -

“service for medical practitioners and denttsts who
. is employed in the health service of" the‘

Governmeént sérvices or a medical practitioner -or
dentist of equivalent quahﬁCatlon invited by the
Manager of the Overseas Diagnosis and Treatment

o Umt to grve an oplmon ona matter

o :“Umt”"means the Overseas Dragnosrs and -
N Treatment Unit estabhshed under sectron 3.

- PARTII - OVERSEAS DIAGNOSISAAND ’~

TREATMENT UNIT

The thster shall establrsh an Overseas Dragnosrs '
and TreatmentUmt withinthe Health Care Agency c

! [24th July 201’8] =
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'(2) ' The Chief Executlve Officer of the Health Care'

Unlt

(3) The Manager shall report to the Chlef Executlve
Ofﬁcer ofthe Health Care Agency '

(4) " The -Chief Executlve Ofﬁcer..of the Health Care

« . Agency shall appoint a Deputy Manager and such number of

other staffas may be necessary for thé functions of the Unit.- .

4.. - The responsibilities and functions of the Unit are

ce (a) plan orgamse and prov1de loglstlcal support"

to patients approved by.the Board to get
‘ overseas dlagn051s and treatment;
.o! . .
®)- -11a_rse w1th, overseas hospltals to obtain éarliest
appointments or admission dates;

N T© ‘respond to the queries made by members 6fthe
R . public .about the- overseas dlagnosxs and
' treatmentprogramme

(d) explain the pollcws and procedures of the
L _ overseas diagnosis and treatment programme
- 'topatlents orthelrrelatlves

-..(e) process and submlt the requests or.references

for overseas dlagn051s and treatment to the .

Board

¢ make travel and accommodatlon arrangements

(g)" make necessary transport arrangements

(h) 'ob_tam updates on patients and the progress of -

their treatment and recuperation; - -

Agency shall appomt a Manager Who shall be the head of the‘;

- Functions

of the Unit
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"Overseas |
Diagnosis and
Treatment’
Board |

*Functions
of the Board

' S

(1)J ikeep records of further follow ups and vrsrts of

patlents A D

@ prowde formal responses to all matters

« o+, relating -to , approval sor otherwise ,of -

applications forrefund' andis ;o)

',/[I\.l

ST
I-:.,,.“.) R treatment ‘ ‘,.,,"

_’ PART III OVERSEAS DIAGNOSIS AND
e ’TREATMENTBOARD

"v .

5.(1)" The Mrmster shall estabhsh an Overseas Dragnosrs

and ‘Treatment’ Board ‘consisting of a- Charrperson Dcputy‘ :
' Charrperson and S'other Members R

SLARIRE SIS B SVPRLE

)] The Minister shall appomt the Charrperson Deputy "

Chairperson:and Members of the Board and the appomtments

~ shallbe notrﬁed inthe Gazette S

(3) The Chauperson Deputy Chalrperson and 4
- thembers of the Board shall all be spectahsts working in the. -
Government Hospitals in Seychelles and one Member shall be -
' apersonwrthmedrcalbackground

I P lll S .

“it'(4) 7 The - Mrmster may deterrmne the remuneratron'
) payable to'the Chdirpérson, Deputy Chairperson and Members

ofthe Board Sllb_] ectto applicable Government guldellnes

~(5) The" Charrperson, Deputy Charrperson and -

(k) keep full and up-to date records and statistics -
relatmg fo the overseas dlagnosrs and . -

members of the Board shall hold-office for a term of 5 years .

and shall be ehgrble for reappomtment

e (6) - The, Board .may - co- opt -such expert as it deems

necessary for the purpose of determrmng a request for overseas -

dragnosrs and treatment
6. .-The ﬁmctrons of -the Overseas Dragnoms and

TreatmentBoardareto-— o e
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(@)

)

(@)

©

o

@

o

e

propose policies and criteria, 1nc1ud1ng the -
“nature and type' of conditions for which
_diagnosis .and treatment overseas may be’
considered keeping 'in view the ‘medical -
- conditions, financial constraints and relevant :

regulatrons, L

evaluate’ and determine the requests for

overseas d1agnos1s and treatment;

make suggestions . regardmg ,establ1shed

" treatment or investigations prov1ded overseas. -

lncentres ofreference, T

review the progress of the overseas treatment

and recommend continuing the treatment in

‘Seychelles in appropnate cases;

,evaluate all referral forrns' of patients who
' shall be recommended for further treatment or.

dlagn051s overseas

deterrmne whn.ch‘ ,patients shall be sent
overseas for diagnosis or treatment;

make recommendations to the Minister for - -
introduction of new services in the health care
“system so as to reduce the need for overseas
- treatment; - :

[y

‘make recommendations on policies or

guldelmes relating to the requirement, if any,
of providing escort of medical or non-medical

- ‘personnel to patients - sent overseas for,

diagnosis ortreatment and

make recommendatlons on pollcres or
guidelines to be followed in cons1der1ng the .
.appllcatlons forrefund

b
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(((((

Meettngs of ~ 7 (1) " The Board shall meet not less than once aweek

. the Board and

' quorum

Accessto  °

overseas

‘treatment and
diagnosis - -

“oh s . . R R
A

(2) “The' Chalrperson or 1n ‘his or her absence the' i :
Deputy (;hauperson shall presrde over the meetmgs of the .

Board

ot RS FA "f

-
£

(3) 3 In the absence of both the Charrperson and the
Deputy Chalrperson at a meeting of the Board, the members

" present may elect among themselves one of the members o

presenttopresrdeatthatmeetmg S

e A T

R A O

(4) Three members 1nc1uding ‘the’ Chauperson or the -

LA

person presrdmg shall constrtute the quorurn fora, meetrn g.

) (5) Where the urgency ofa case requrres an nnmedlate'
decision the documentatron ofthat case may be circulatedtoall

- members in a manner ‘that. i is conﬁdentlal and _practical for
takmgadec151on N e e o

¥ FARD

LN e

i (6) A decrsron of the Board shall be on a case by case. -

Cbasis.cion BN ST r Lo
. - b .
EA AR A PIF R AN - B P Pl

(7) The Board shall provrde the reasons for 1ts'

decrsrons mwntmg N

TN
ey ',l. «.,.’ . g . it . t"

(8) A person aggneved by the decrslon of the Board '

may appeal tothe Appeals Commrttee

.tx)

- "'. .- gy

THEP N R TAARE

health care facility and shall be under the care

. . of a:local specialist employed in the health

.. - . service of the govemment although for a bnef
'-perrod R : - .

N

8 (1) Aperson shall be ehgrble to have access to overseas‘
treatment and diagnosis servrces on fulfilling the following—, -

(a) the person shall be referred to a govemment o

e -
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(b) the: person shall have recerved all possrble '
treatment, ‘undergone -all possible’
o 1nvest1gatlons locally and exhausted all

res
for

: JudlcloustodOSO‘ RN

Y . .
' T ‘ sPrY e A

SRR . PEES Lo e . A AP VPV

(c) the - specnallst who was takmg care” of the '
: person has- ﬁlled in and forwarded a referral .

SRR ~ form" for” consrderatron by - the Overseas
RPN 'D1agnosrs andTreatrnentBoard

. (d) the specialist referred in paragraph (c) has
AR “fiifnished . a détailed’ medical summary by;~

'5-4"‘>i""~". attachmg1ttothereferralfomi"

Vil T, l" '.‘"r‘".')‘ )

(e) the specrallst in, charge of the referring -

RIS specralty has endorsed the referral form;

LN t. ”)\‘ "t ! P :.' ()

A B

(f) the referral form and medrcal summary have . o

a beenrevrewedbytheBoard and "

Vi, koY R T *

]
! .
’ . v

person overseas for dlagnosls or treatment,

(2) For the’ purpose of Section’ 8(1)(e), specrallst shall :

include afspecrallst not employed in the health service of the
‘govemment ! ,;4-;-.!,; T e )rrﬂ Ity :,;‘: DRSPS s TR ST T

-“4‘_,'-{'; RS T " - BRI prs v LSS IR T ll’u').’\

PART IV APPEALSACOMMITTEE SRR
9.(1) There shall be an Appeals Comrmttee appomted

i by the Mmlster, consrstlng of a- Charrperson and 2. other -

(g) the Board has taken a declsron 4to; send the- ]

Appeal

Committees - ’

members who shall be’ specrahsts workmg in the Govemment o

v HosprtalsmSeychelles S Ry

E -

‘ 'may be con51dered necessary in decrdmg anAppeal o “ ( i

o (3) A mémber of the' ‘Appeals Comm1ttee shall be

~ unbiased: andl shall’ have approprrate health care ‘or *

(2) The Appeals Cormmttee may CO- opt any expert as‘ :
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" . Emergency

_ transfer’
after office
hours

management -quahﬁcatrons and experlence to evaluate the
1ssuesunderconsrderatronmAppeal : '

@ Any member of .an Appeals Comrmttee w1th a
conﬂlct of interest ina particular case shall notify the Minister

_in writing and the Mlmster shall appornt a substltute for that .

member.

' &) The procedure for submitting'an appeal 'a'nd the

' manner of its dlsposal shall be suchas may be prescnbed

(6) The Minister may appoint a -Secretary to the .
Appeals Committee-'who shall be re¢sponsible to receive, -

process and submit the appeals recelved for the consideration -
- of theAppeals Commlttee

(7) The Appeals Commrttee shall prov1de the reasons
forits dec1s1ons in wntmg . .

8) - "The Charrperson and members of the Appeals
Committee shall hold office for'a term of 5 years and shall be

) ellglble forreappomtment

PARTYV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS -
10.(1) Where a person’ ‘needs to be transferred overseas

. urgently for diagnosis or treatment, the specialist concerned -

shall contact the Chairperson of the -Board for the urgent

. approval of the Chalrperson and at least one other member

) Where a decrsron under subsectlon (1) has been
brought to the notice of the Manager, he or she shall make -
immediate arrangements to transfer the person overseas’ for
dlagnosrs or treatment ‘ :

(3) The Chalrperson and the member involved in the
decision referred to 'in subsection (1): shall record. their
reasoning for the decision within forty eight hours of their

decrslon and forward the same to the Manager for ﬁlmg
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114 If the proper procedure for referral to the Board has :

" "been followed and overseas diagnosis or treatment has been

b m -

" mistaken assessment of the patient's’ oyerall medical condition-

. approved, the patients shallnotberequxredto pay for diagnosis ' .
of. treatriient. or transportatio: to'the’ place of-diagnosis or "’

treatmenu"w 1"'1! Y lj“,:t il eonnren ol B ore O

. e oy T /F'rlr4 YR

12. (l) Subject to subsectlons )to (4) a person who opts -

to undergo overseas: d1agnosxs or' treatment on his or her own
. initiative without prior approval shall not bé'eligiblé for refund
of the expenses mcurred for overseas dlagnosxs or treatment

- tt ) Sl ade TR S i.". i s.lu "'N \

(2) ’ ‘Arefund of expenses may be made rf —

Y

(

CJbitr(a)a person has!fallén i voverseas nece551tat1ng

urgenttreatment . .
LG T x. ;J""i‘“ (~'J'

(b) a person who -had travelled overseas for a .

-+, " second opinion and’ dlagnosed with a disease
. ' which was not diagnosed it Seychelles but
oL neededurgenttreatment, U

T PR VL TR R SIS N P OO O ih).

:'H ”’ "(‘(J’(! -}
(c) a person opted to ‘undergo Toutine medrcal

T checkup overseas and got dlagnosed with a
dlseasethatneededurgenttreatment and

s e

T '&l.".‘.'-‘ EE ettty

RIS T (RSN VI AP siiy Sond dneeyron :
the apphcatron for refund has been approved .
bytheBoard
A ‘,'uwl N .')urg';i'l Ll )

(3) A refun of expenses may, be made if it is proved-
: that the Board commltted an errorof judgement in determmmg o

notto send the person foroverseas d1agnosrs ortreatment.

o 'v‘:‘::.‘r-lrf Tooos e besopodt o "‘ ’

(4) For the purpose of. subsectxon (3) “error, of .

Judgement” means a wrong or erroneous decision by the Board
involving misdiagnosis or incomplete diagnosis of a patient's
condition of thealth or performing-a wrong:procedure or a

- .

Ter gioiet rotrg.

Payment for g

diagnosis or
treatment .
-’ ‘_g
[
A SRR

b1 AN

Refund for

‘diagnosis or
. treatment
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.~

Accommodation
and transport for

* diagnosis or

treatment -

Regulations ,

regardmg the need for a spec1ahsed overseas d1agnosrs or’
,Atreatment T ‘

| 13. : Accommodatlon and transport faCllltleS to a persoh
approved for overseas diagnosis and treatment shall be in such

- manner as may be prescnbed

" 14, 0y The mester may make regulatlous for carrymg '
. outtheprov1s1ons ofthrsAct o 1

(2) Without prejudlce to the generality of* the
provisions of subsectlon (1), the regulatlons may prov1de
for — -

e () -the form andmanner of subnu@mganappeal

(b) the grounds of appeal

A' o :(c) ~the procedure to be followed by the Appeals .

- ' Comnuttee,

. has to be submxtted

o (e) accommodatlon and transport fac111t1es to

"7 7 patients approved for overseas diagnosis or

_treatment in Seychelles and the country of
dtagnosw or treatment

‘(d) the form and manner in whlch claim forrefund- -

“(H the mannerin whlch escort facilities are tobe - - -

- provided' to patients approved for overseas '

- dlagn051s or treatment;

" (g)'the form and mantier . of submrttmg an
- application for refund its cons1deratlon and
dlsposal or . e

N N . ’

- .(h). the exceptlonal c1rcumstances appllcable '

.4 " underSection 1(3)
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e certlfy that this is a correct copy of the Blll whlch was passed A
by the NatlonalAssembly on 13th June, 201 8 R ‘

Ms. Jutta Alex1s B .
Clerk to the Natlonal Assembly

LY



