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• 1.(1) This Act may be cited as the Overseas Treatment,
Act, 2018 and shall come into operation on such date as the
Ministermay, by notice published ionthe Gazette, appoint.

(2), Subject 'to subsection (3), this Act shall apply to
\ citizens of Seychelles who are domiciled in Seychelles.

, ", (3) ,The' Board may .in exceptional circumstances .'
considerapplications.from citizens of Seychelles who are not
domiciled in Seychelles. '.' 0 '. • • , , • ,

< PART I - PRELIMIN:ARY , '•

, .
o o'23rd July, 2018

ANACT to provide a framework for the high'lysp<e~ialised
overseas diagnosis and treatment programme for <the,
, citizens of Seychelles'and matters connected therewith or ,
incidental thereto. " '. '

ENACTED bythel~resident arid the National Assembly, '

Danny Faure 0

President
1<

i assent

OVERSEAS TREATMENT ACT, 2018.' ..

'(Act5 of 2018)
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PART II - OVERSEA-S']lIAGNOSIS'AND ' ,
: ' TREATMENT UNIT " '

, 3.(1) TheMinister shall establish an Overseas' Diagnosis
"aridTreatment Unit within the Health Care Agency. '

, .. "

" '''speciatist'~ means a medical practitioner o~dentist
'} appointedas a specialist according to thescheme of,
, 'service for medical practitioners and dentists who.
is employed in the health service' 'of- the
Government services or a medical practitioner .or
dentist of equivalent qualification .invited by 'the
Manager 'of the Overseas DIagnosis and Treatment
Unitto give an opinion on amatter; .' ". '. .'. ,. ." ,. , ..
'~~~Unit'i'1ne'~ns .the "ove;s~as Diagnc>sis" and " '
Treatment Unit established under secticn3. ' .

" ,

, ,

.-
'. ~~Patients~~'mea~s persoas seeking' or undergoing ,

, " overseas diagnosis and treatment under, this ACt:.

, '-. "prescribed". means' prescribed' ,by regulations
. madeunder this Act; ..

, ,

,"Overseas diagnosis and treatment", means medical
diagnosis;' treatment 01: follow up, outside of' ,
. Seychelles; , " '. '..' '

" . "

"Minister" means the Minister, 'responsible for" "
',Health; " ,,' ,' ;,' _ '. '

"Manager" means the 'Manager appointed "under , ,',' ,I
section 3'; "-- , " .

"Member" means amember ofthe Board;. '

, ' '

, "

,In this A~t unles~'the context otherWi~erequires i..: ,
"Board" means the Overseas Diagnosis and' "
Treatment Board established under section 5; ,

,I ,

..

, l'
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(f) 'make travel and accommodation.arrangements;

(g)' make necessary 1!ansport arrangements;

(h) 'o~tain updates on patients and the progress of
their troatment and recuperation; ,

" . (e) process and submit the requests or-references
for overseas diagnosis and' treatment -to the,
'Board' . ' . ". ,- '.,. '"

(d) explain the policies and procedures of .the
_, overseas diagnosis and treatment programme

,topatients or their relatives; '. '

(b) , ,lia,isewithoverseas hospitals to ~btain ~arliest
~pp6intments or admission dates; , .

.'" '(c) "respond to the queries made by members ofthe
,- . public .about the overseas diagnosis, and
, treatment programme; .' ",

,"

, .,

(a) plan, organise and provide .i~gistical's~pport
to patients approved by, the Board to get
overseas diagnosis and treatment;

to-,
, Functions
of the Unit

4. '

- I (3) "The Manager shall report to the Chief Executive
Officer oft~e Health CareAgency, " ~

, '(4) !, The :Chief Executive Officer .of the Health Care
, Agency shall appoint a'Deputy Manager and such number of
other staffas may be necessary fortliefunctions of the Unit.-. ,

-The responsibilities, and functions of the Unit are

'(2) 'The Chief Executive Officer of the He'alth Care
Agency shall appoint a Manager who shall be the head of the' _
Unit~- '. ' .,
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6. ' ,:'The functions' of, the Overseas Diagnosis and
TreatmentBoardareto-','" ~,l'~:; , ::

!'
. -

, '.. Ii'(~)." The ..Board.may 'co~opt'Jsuch expert as it deems
necessary for the purpose of determining a request for overseas, '
diagnosis and treatment. ,'" ,:' ' ' :' ' , " "

. ,5.( 1) . The Minister shall establish an Overseas Diagnosis
arid 'Treatment: Boardconsisting 'of aChairperson, Deputy .
.Chairpcrsonand S'otherMernbers. "', .', ....<, .

: '. ~l ii~~:i l:'....1_ ; ~.-' • ~ ::,,', ';' .. ', •

(2) The Minister shall appoint the Chairperson, Deputy
Chairperson-and Members of the Board and the appointments
shall be notified inthe Gazette .. , '" ' ,:.-'. :r. .

)3). .The Chairp.er~on,;' Deputy Chairperson and 4
, members of the' Board shall' all be' specialists working .in.the, ..
Government Hospitals in'Seychelles and 'oneMember shall be .
. apersonwithmedicalbackgrcund,": :,',- .''''::'--. . . '

. . ,

'.,:j I '(4) ~:The'Minister' .triay:'det~hriiri~".the 'temuneration'
payable tothe Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson and Members
of the Board subject to ~pplicable Gov~rnri1entguidelines .

• "~'_,(S)", The Chairperson;" DeputyiDheirperson and
members .of the Board shall hold 'office for a term o'f S 'years
and shall be eligible for reappointment. ,.." .'

" PART III ~OVERSEAS DIAGNOSISAND
"I' .,,; ': :uTREATMENTBOARD . ".

~,:;' .",,', ': .patients; .' .. ';. "'. . ; ,'':'.: ':", : ':' .. ,',
, . '. ,1:'.:.:

(j) provide, formal .responses to all matters
~,,!, '.;" -;.. '. relating vto ,approval [,or/. otherwise .of

applications for refund; and h ,I ;~,::!....!:":;J . I_)

. . " ..! (k)! keep full and up-to-date 'records and statistics
, . '"J /; j:~::(!." ~e~~t~~!(j~. 'th,e ~ov~~s~a.~,·.'~iagn~s~s',an.d

J : " I,' " treatment., " "'".,, . -.\' : r>, -.". '• ' • j _ I ,l/l J ~ •• :... I;. '. ~ . • I ." ". . • '., r... ' ,!

'(i) J: ;keep records of further follow ups and visits of" . ,: '. .~:

f ': I

:Functions '
of the Board

'Overseas'
Diagnosis and
Treatment'
Board

" .
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(h) 'make ,recommendations on policies or
guidelines 'relating' to the requirement, if any,
of providing escort of medical or non-medical

.vpersonnel to patients, sent overseas for .
diagnosis ortreatment.pnd

- (i) make recommendations on policies' or .
guidelines to be followed in considering the -
applications fotrefund, '

, ..make recommendations 'to the Minister for
introduction of new services inthe health care
,system so as' to reduce the need for overseas
treatment; "

(g)'

(f) determine which' ,patients shall be sent
overseas for diagnosis or treatment;

.evaluate all referral forms of patients who
shall be recommended for furthertreatment or
diagnosis overseas; .

'Ce)

, .j ,

(d) , review the progress of the overseas treatment
and recommend continuing the treatment in
-Seychelles in appropriate cases; " ':

. . 1".,

"

. ,(8) propos~ policies 'and' criteria, i~~luding the: ,
, "nature and type' of conditions for which
" diagnosis .and treatment overseas may be'

, .' 'considered keeping "in view the' medical'
." conditions, fmancial constraints and relevant

regulations; , . '

, (b), evaluate' and det~rmine the requests for
overseas diagnosis and treatment; .

(c) make suggestions, regarding .established
, treatment or investigations provided overseas, .
in centres'ofrefer€mce;, ' ' , '

-,

- ,
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(a)· the pe~rSonshall be referred to a government
, health care facility and shall be under the care

,' of .a:local specialist employed' in the health
~,' '., service of the government although for a brief

. "period; . 'i: "., .,.

,;',:-.-,.' ',' .'.t··~l, .,>. ,.,:;:, .-, )6" tl···. iiI) .'
" 8.(1), , 'A person shall be eligible to have access to overseas
, treatment and diagnosis services on fulfilli~g' the following-e- .

" , (8) '.:'A person aggrieved by the: de~'ision of the B~ard '
may appeal to the Appeals Committee. ":".' ,

, '. (7) , The, Board shall provide the, reasons .for its'
.decisionsinwriting; ' ' ';'", .. , ',' ~":,' ,'_ .I::: " "
a , ' j- " • ( • • ,!; .' ' . i.-II . J ) , ~": t' '.: ~

" .,I ' : • .: " "

• : ~J :'. ~ ', I' _') I '","",

, ,(6) , Adecision of the Board shall be on a case by case
, basis..: : " r , _ ';"" ' ,:' t "." ', .. ':' ...... ,. '," .' '

(4) \ 'Three members 'incliiding 'thi{Chairperson or the
person presidirig shall constitute the quorum for ameeting.

, ~. 1 : ( •• \' " .' ." • : '. ; : • " '. .: • ~ (, , " • • " .' 'l'" :

.: ,'(5) I _,'wh~ie'iIie'fu.g~ncY~fa case ~equir~san immediate'
decision the documentation ofthatcase may be circulated to all

.. members ina mannerthatis 'confldentialandpractlcal for
t~ngadecision.:.;',. ",i "" ',,', ,,' : ',;' ., ,.~, " ,

.' j • ~ ~.'" • ~ "

",':' . ; ~ . ( ... '. , '.. .

, :;', (3) ";"In the absence of both the, Chairperson and the
, Deputy Chairperson at a meeting of the Board, the-members
, present may elect among themselves one of the members "
present to preside at that meeting. .'", I ' , " ' ' ' ,

;,
,. 'J'"

.'
, '.. 7i(l)u: "TheBoard shall meet not less than once aweek. ,
. " ~ . ," ,:! '.. " r .' '" t •

\. .' .'. '.. '.
,.', ,(2) "Jhe 'Cbairpersonor.vin his 'or her' absence, the'
Deputy Chairpersonshall presideover the',meetings of the
;Board. I': , ,', ',:, ' , " ' ,

, ,

Access to .
overseas
'treatment and
diagnosis' .',

Meetings of
, the Board and
, quorum
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'. '(2) ,TheAppeals Cornmittee'mayco-opt anyexpert as .
'may be considered necessary indeciding anAppeal. ".'. !.:: :. :!' . .,j\!! 9"", .!', : ' ...~. 1•• , ~ .!.~' "". "1 .... J-J ....,l·J~ \( ..tt·~: "_''

. ; I '(3) ~:,'A ~~mb~r :o( the''A,ppeals ~onllnittee~'shall'be
'.unbiased and l.·shaIP'·~ave i appropriate :health~.~are j or

. .
..... 9.(1) .. 'rhere shall be an Appeals Committee, appointed Appeal' •
by the',,:&ni:iister,consisting' 'of a '.'ChairPerS~ii',and 7 ".'other. "..Committees '

• • 1 ]' I," , .1.- _ •• ' I '_.../1 •• •

, me~bers.whC?J~h?ll,b~sp~~i~Fs,~sworking in,the Government
- " Hospitals in Seychelles.'. '.... . . , .,: I' :', i : t ".' •~ ,') ,.....: I "-,4: I _ ,\,

", , .
-: ..J.,

I

:' (f) the referral form 'and medical summary have '...
.-:,-. '," .", _;'J 1 been reviewed by the Board; and .~-, ' " ,
,,',':: .... f;# .' 1"">.'.: '~'1 i ~~r f, 1';~.' ,\,·,i,:.· ;: :r'd'~ ~', ,~:"~;,~ .,.'.

(g) the Board. has taken 'a .decision-to.send the
. . person overseas fo~diagnosis o~.treatment..·. '

~. • '\ ~f' ,.' • (", • r' " " ' •. ')'" 1, , 'r P.'. . I < .

, (2)' For thepurpose o£Section-8'(1)(c), .specialist shall
inc1u~e,a!sp,~ei~Iis.tnot ~ml?loy~,din the,,hea~thserv~c~.of the
·.government.::,· .... ;··,··.,;.;··;(ffl cr • .- ...... " :."lI.1":;;\, -r

. ti.'_":;{" ':.> , ',,: :."!:.~:,>,::':,.:: "~I''-';;.)'· " ':>_:'. :.:i''''''':;';'r... ):,i: .
.,:,:'~·r,·.PARTIV-APPEALSJCOMMITTEE,;if, (": .t,. .' . .

.. "

. (c), the specialist who was taking care" ofthe
, person has .filled hi and forwarded a referral.

I .: '.:'. .' <" ',:. form" 'for" '~onsid~fat.ion' ;by'·,'the" Overseas
.', ,;:;".' !.I'-DiagnosisaridTreatrilehtBoard;''':' ,'or .,~; ',I'

" ".'_:~,:(~):..t.h~ sP(!cia~'ist'r~fe~ed 'in ·~aiagr~Ph.'(C) h~~.
" !'_'.' " ')) ., : furnished. a detailed' medical summary' by
': :rj):.:'.·' :aftachingittothereferralfonrlf,;::_"", :,.'

" :; i. r : ','1 . ;.! /,' -j 'T,. ...'J.. .\ .'

.(e)· the' 'specialist -in 'charge of the referring'
'.' ~ ,.,~ .. specialty has endorsed the referralform; : '

,. ... . .' ...
.. <nJiJj'.' Ij :' ~~ :...:, -, ....)-~

", . ,:,.':'."(b)'; the 'person shall hilVe received-all possible
. treatment,' undergone' "all ,possible'. .

investigations: locally' and' exhausted' all' "
. ' .' r:op~ions except 'when iff is 'hot medically

:, :':.', ~.'.' /, 'judiCioustodoso' 'If -' «, , , ,'''':' -,;: ", "'"

I .: , I : ~ ,'!; \ ~ ~',' ". / : ;. !'.~ 'l J-J- t, I. ~!~!J:i , . -:,' I ~ •

.,'• ,,~ t •

. '1'03':.Supplement toOffi~ialGaiett~.:..; [24th'Jiily i018]
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:
(3) The Chairperson and the member involved in the ,'I

decision referred to 'in subsection (1) shall record, their
reasoning for the decision within forty eight hours of their
decision and forward the same to the Manager for filing;

, .
PARTV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ,

10.(1) Where a person'needs to b~ transf~rred o~ei'$eas
urgently for diagnosis or treatment, the specialist concerned' ,
shall contact the Chairperson of the Board for the urgent
approval of the Chairperson and at least one other member.

(2) 'Where a 'decision under subsection (1) .has been
brought to the notice of the Manager, he or she shall make '
immediate arrangements to transfer the person' overseas' for
diagnos~so~treatment . , '.

, \ .
.(8). The Chairperson. and members of the Appeals

Committee shall hold office fora term of 5 years' and shall be
eligible forreappointment.

'.J . -,

, (7)" The Appeals Committee shall provide the reasons
for its decisions, inWriting." .

, , I

, , ,'(4) ,Any member of'.an Appeals Committee with a,
conflict of interest in a particular case shall notify the Minister,
in writing and the Minister shall appoint a substitute for that , '
, member. , ' .-':' "., ..

(5) The procedure for submitting' an appeal and the
manner of its disposal shall be such asmaybe prescribed.

(6)' , ~The Minister may appoint a, Secretary to the
Appeals Committee-who shall be responsible to' receive, .'
process and submit the appeals received for the consideration '
of theAppeals Committee,' , ' ,.'

manag~ment '<Iualific~tions'and exp~rience to ,ev~luat~ the
issues under conside~tion inAppeal. , . '

" Emergency
transfer'
after office
hours
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Refund for '
'diagnosis or .
, treatment

-; ~"',

! Ji' ,

Payment for
diagnosis or
treatment •

" ,

" -'

;1, " : • i!"(a)' :'tl person ha's!fall~n'ili'overSeas(iiecessitating
, 'urgent treatment; ,I', " "

;(I:';q:I'~i",.;L\'"j:;";r!', h'
, ." , .' .

(b) .a person who .had 'travelled overseas' for a
'. " ,"". "~ecoiid' opinio'~ :and'dia:gno~eldwith 'a disease

! ,: which was 'not dhigDosed'lrl Seychelles but
, , , needed urgent'treatment; , " l '

.: ! 1 .. ,-; ~'.,' r J~!j ,"', j I: . '.'. ; if: .'\"'.; I) J: ....! .. r ( Ij) .
, "1 ,II:',: '!Jl<Ji!rJ1<:!.'l ~. •

(c) a person opted 'to ,undergo routine medical
t'i~ ,":-: >.,:1 j'"C?~C~Pi~~,er~~,?~~d ~~~A~a~,~s.ed with a
" ' ;I ,disease that needed urgent treatment; and~ , <.1 '~_'~ ,,~ : .. 1 ~1!:"""·t1JYIJ I~n JJ..,t r v: • ;q:. ~'. '.It, i .

":; ','l!iW:l:1 ' ,Ii ~;;:i; 2,';'11:,11:::,' ':; fJ;' JfI')r,!jl'.;:l '
.. , (d), the application f<?~J~fu~~h~~been approved

, , ',bytheBoa~d. ' ,'" '
.. ,. ;_ " - ":;: .':; -Ch;J~·' f!'J1tr.", '~1'1~(Hi:_;i'1 ~f4~J (1) "
,'I, ,,(3) ,A refund ofexpenses may,bemade if it is proved,

" that the Board committed an error,of judgement in determining ,
" "notto send the person for overseas diagnosis or treatment. . '_ ,

.:: . 1;',>,<r~r.: ';" _'_:!;; ',el :Jfifl r.r::,~;t ';id - t~~.'t,

I ':~ '(4) For -the purpose: of" subsection,' (3) .'~error, of
judgement" means a wrong or erroneous decision by the Board
involving misdiagnosis Of. incomplete diagnosis of a patient's
condition of .health or performing' a wrong; procedure or a
mistaken assessment ofthe patient'soverall medical condition'

- ." . ~ '.'

,12.(1) Subject to subsections .(2) to (4),f;l pe~son who opts '
to undergo overseas 'diagnosis 'or'treatment onhia or'her' own

, initiative without prior approval shall not bWdigible 'for refUiia
ofthe expenses incurred for overseas diagnosis or treatment. '
, _' ;. " (,' ,'" 1~I. }I:' , I· ",:J " • \ .,:0..; • :,,: • '~_ J I J (l: !~!-// _i ~_ ).

,)" ,,', ",;', ,' .. ,,' ;J' I! ,"r' ' ''':r,lti' 'j., "'I": .: '()'If'l
' (2) I 'Arefundofexpensesmaybe'made If-',"'! _'", " .,', , ' ' , _ .. ,0'

,':" 11:;. ~',' Ifthe'properprocedurefor'refeiraltotfleBoardhas'
'been followed and overseas diagnosis or treatment .has been
.approved, the patients shall not be required to payfor diagnosis ,
'Or. treatment. ortransportation. tothe place.of-diagnosis or'

'. treatment; r : !:fl';- : Ii:~1'I; ',> '; b:;",', ,:,' '.. ", i!. ..:.:::;:.I·,';-if,-:rii t"_ :r'-;:q:.,'. . ' ,

.L .!~!;:/~'!:r;r ~'\; '~f ~!1",),: ~J ; 'fd '
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, , .

, .(h), the exceptional, circumstances' applicable,'
t' ' ~derSection 1(3).

(g) ,.the form' and manner of submitting an
application for refund, its consideration and
disposal; or , ' 'I

• ' '.. I" '. • ~

'(f) the ~anDef'in which escort facilities are 'tob~
, provided' to patients approved' for overseas '

, diagnosis or treatment; " ' ' ,
• • r' ...

"". .

(e)>. accommodation "and: transport facilities to
patients approved for' overseas 'diagnosis 'or

, treatment in Seychelles and the country of
diagnosis ortreatmenti ,'. '

. '

,(d) the form and manner in which claim for refund' '
has to be submitted;

t • •

(a) .the form ~~ manner of submi~i~g an appeal;

(b) the grounds of appeal;
• I,'

, . (c) ,the proc~dure to be foll~wed by'the Appeals
, " , ~ "Committee; • ", , ,

. '
• i '

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of" th~
provisions of subsection (1), the regulations may provide
for- " ",'

, 14:(1) The Mi'mster may make regulations' for-carrying
out the provisions of this Act. ,,' ,,' '" ! '" ' ,

. .. .' ! . .

" ,

13. ' ' , Accommodation and transport facilities to a persoh
approvedfor overseas diagnosis and treatment shall be itl such
,manner ~smay be prescribed: ' ,

. . ': . ',: .'. ~. . .

regarding the need for' a .specialised overseas diagnosis or '
,treatment: ' ' , .'

Regulations , "

Accommodation
and transport for
diagnosis or
treatment '"

,. ,
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Ms. Jutta'Alexis
, Clerk to the Nati~nal Assembly" , ,'. ' '"

, ' ,
..--J..\ ~ :..._ ~..:'
'-1~)
'J '

, I

, ,... ,
. '" :,

l-certify that thisis a correct copy of-the Bill which was passed:
, by theNational Assembly on 13thJune,,2018. . , ' '
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