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• 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 2015 

(Act 7 of 201 5) 

I assent 

J. A. Michel 
President 

10th August, 2015 . 

. AN ACT to provide for: the establishment <:>f ~DiStrict Council 
in each district in order to enable the citizens to participate in 
the; goyemance and development of. the district, its functions, 
qualifications of persons who may· be elected as Councillors, 
the nianner of elections thereof: functions of the ChairpersOn, 
other Councillors and District Administrator and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto. · · . · · · · 

; . . .. ! 0 • 

ENACI'ED by the President and~ National Assembly. 
. . . 

PART 1-PRELIMINARY 

1. ThisActmaybecitedasthe"r.ocaiGovernmentAct, 
201 S and shall come into operation on such date as the Minister 
may, by notice in the Gazette, appoint 
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2. 

.... 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-:­

(a) "Chailperson" means the Chairperson of a 
· DistrictCouncil; 

(b) "Councillor" means a person el~ to serve. 
on a District Council and includes, unless 
otherwise specifi~ the Cluiirperson; 

(c) ''Court" means the Supreme Court; . 

(d) "district" means a district referred to in 
section3; 

(e) "District Council" means a District Council 
established uDder section 4; 

(f) "election" means an election or re-election of 
Councillors; 

. (g) "election day" means an election day referred 
to in paragraph 3(2) of the First Schedule, or 
in the case of the first election, the day of the 

. ~lection fixed by the President under section 
:• 6(4); '. . . . ' 

.. ,, .. · (h) · .. "first election" means the first election held 
· ' · '·: · · immediately a.fter the commencement of this 
· · - · · · Act; · · t. -.. . ,,., ' .. , 

(i) "Minister" ·means the Minister responsible 
for local governance; 

• r '•· ·-

G) "nomination day" means nomination day 
referred . to in paragraph 4(3) of the First 
Schedule; 

, . l \,
1

, ,,. 
0 0

, J ',, ,
0 

;, ' , 1 

. ·· ·. ; · (le) ':'prescribed" means ' prescribed by 
regulations made under this Act 
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:Ji ' •.. .:: '·PART.n ·-DISTRICI' COUNCIL . 
l I•. ; '· I .. i : ·: i · . I • • .. •• • • • - ··' 

.. . ~3!(1) :.~ ~eychelles is hereby diyidec;l into districts for the 
pwposcsofthisAct. . -. ·. . .: ··: . '_ '· 

, ... _ (2)_ ~e P~.~ an~_l?.oun~cs. ~f.~~ districts shall be 
1 the same as are the names and boundaries of the electoral areas 
p:f'es-~~ i~ acco~~~ ~tli ~cl~ 112 ~f~e Constitution. 

~33 

... , 4.(1) .. Th~ shall be ~lished i~ ~eh district. a DiStrict Coastillltiooor 
· Council in the mariner set aut in this Act. · · · I Distric:t cOUDcil 

• ,,' '· •' I • o ,• ' ,.. 

(2) A DiStrict Cot'mcil shau consist of­

(a) ·' aChairp~n;and 
. . .. 

(b) four other Councillors. 

(3) The term of a District.Council shall be S years from 
the date of the declaration of results of an election of the 
District Council under this Act. .. . . 

( 4) The District Council may from time to time discuss 
any issue ofpubli.c importance in the district with the Member 
ofth~ National Assembly rep~ting the district or any other 

.person. . . 

.. 
5.(1) Subject to this Act. other written laws and the FIIDCtioasor 

national policy of the Government on local governance, a Dis!ric:tCOUDcll 

District Council shall be responsible to - .. . , 
f I,,' 

(a) oversee'the management, and administration 
of~e affairs of the District Council; 

(b) develop tlie· strategic plan in line With the 
Govemmentpolicy; · ·· · · •, :: 

• • • • . . " • . I , ' • . . • • . . .. ··•. . • :I 0
• ~ '~ 

(c) formulate the ·district development. plan ' in 
collaboration' with·' concerned :Ministries, 
departmentsandotheragencies; .. : : .. . ·•: 
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(d): :oversee· the :implementation ·of the district . 
· development plan and the management of 

• ,I .: I community' infrastructur'e for · the cOoimon • 
goodoftheresidents; : · .. , 1 ' ••• :::,·n. 1 

(e) ensure the delivery of commUnity seNlces in 
the district in collaboration with concemeo 

. :. Ministries, departments and other agencies; ; 

.(f) 
• : • ,. I I . 

ensure compliance · with the · normS and 
stand8rds as' may be Prescribed ~ by tlie 
Minister in the. conduct of its affairs; 

• o I , , , I I , , 

(g) raise moneys, in consultation with the 
Minister, for implementation of various 

. SChemeS and prOiJ'8.III.IDe5 m the district; . 

(b) rep(esent the aspirations of the people, 
engage · and mobilise the population to 
participate and promote conim.unity spirit 
and sense 'of ownership amongst the 
inhabitants; 

(i) collaborate . with other District Councils, 
agencies and Departments o( the 
Government in the discharge of its functions; 
and · · · 

(j) perform such other functions as are required 
by or under any other written law or as may be 

· pre~oo,<I by'regulatio~. 

·(2) A District Council may, if it considers 
appropriate for the ~ffective management of public 
resources and coqvenience, arrange for the discharge of any 
of its-functions by a committee, subcommittee, Councillor 
or a person employed by the District Council and notify the 
Minister accordingly . . 
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(3) Where a District Council appoints any committee 
or subcommittee under subsection: (2), .the- District·Cowicil.' 
shall appoint a Councillor as the chaiipcrsotiofSUch committee~ 
or subcommittee and such other members as it deems fit. 

::: ···-· · .: l··. r•. · •• 
(4) A District Council may make standing. orders in'r 

connectionwith_: · · · · · .!·JI· 

.. (a) the discharge of any o( its functions. under 
subsection(2)·, ·· ·· ' · ' · ·· · 

- .. I ., it,·~ :' 

(b) the establishment. of. any, C<?mmittcc or 
. · subcommittee; or · · · · ·· .. · 

• • : •• • • f • ·' 

(c) the proceedings ·of any committee or 
subcommittee \m~ paragraph (b). 

,• , , • I •I 

(5) A Distiict Council niay: ·~--the provision of 
entertainment or other similar services, or sjK>rts, recreational 
or leisure facilities, charge such fee as it deems reasonable in 
the circumstances, '' .. , · · · · ·· '. · J • 

o I • o o 

PART m- COUNCILLORS 
. . ;'·'· ·.::J ... , 

6.(1) A Councillor shall be elected to the office in the 
District Council in accordanCe _with this· Act.and · shalr bold 
office fora period referred to in scction4(3):.· •· · ~ ,:1; •· .d•·:wrl') 

(2) The Councillors sbatl be elected· tO the· office in an 
election ·held in accordance with·, tbisr~ct and the First 
Schedule. ·' ~·: -. 

(~) An.election, other. than:the fustelectioh, shall be 
held within 3 months befure the last day of the petjod of five 
years referred to irisubscction4(3): : '" •· :·· . :· <· 

: · •. • _ ;J,: i! . . 

35. 

•.• :.· 1.' 
, I ,·,~· ··: 

' 1 °l o I 

( 4) On the commencement of this Act, the first election, 
and the subSequent elections subject to subsciction'(3), of the 
District Council ~hall be held during thC Period as the President · ~ ···- ' · ·. ·. -·'. 
may, by notice published in the Gazette, speeify. 
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· .. J:(S) r ,r .. The Electoral Commission refcried to in article 115 
of .the Constitution shall be responsible for the conduct and 
supeivisionoftheelections~thisAct .. · · 

. !i' 4'·(. :· .... :. i . : 0 
: ~ •• "' 

(6) The First Schedule sh8u have effect with respect to 
thC matters:relating to or-incidental to an election under this 
Act. 

1~7.(1) ·:;:'ApC:iSon'i.SquallfiCd to be elected as a Councillor if 
heorshe- · 

:, ~·~·~~f! (a)'~ iSacitizenofSeych~Ues; 

, 1 . .,_.n,.,Q?)., .. ~-a~ed-~eageof18years; 

(c) ) .. iS·' regislcied as a voter in the district 
.comprising ~fan electoral area, in resp_~ of 

;.· ·:·= ··: ':. ·whichhcorsheissecldngtobeclected;and 
. : :·· ,.,. ! ' ... .. , .1!. • • ' • • • 

(d) · · bas'resided in the district, in respect of which 
he or she is- seeking to be elected, for ·a 
!X>~tinu~us period of not less than 3 months 
enairig'on the nomination day. 

"[f ; :; .... ~i:I•'J ~ :;: t :l L .JJ:. ~I • .• : · ... 

i.!t.r(2) ·d.A rperson-• is .disqualified 'to be elected as a ' 
Councillorifheorshe:- .•· ·. · · 

::.·n •. J··r (a).l; has ~ been· .. adjudged bankrupt or made a 
;~ ,: =: ·;;:; :.,, .. co;npromise or arrangement with his or her 

creditors; 

:,.-:; li;: ~'·· .r<bL·. isof~oundmiJld; 
' , ; 1'1 •1 io::J.Il'' ~ 11 " ·I· • • • ' • • .,,, . .., I- . , . , ' ' • , 

(c) is serving a sent«1nce of imprisonment for an 
• offence; or 

t ;srJiJ:,.JI'J J;;1il :,!!J. :.\ ir ~ (: :. :' · · : : .' . 
:.!!r·: n .(l:;(d) .,)lolds any;:post referred to in the. Second 
l~o·.hi .. :-r'I· .. J;I -•: Schedule. to the Public SerVice:Salary Act, 

. ~013: :: .-~'t:- . :~ . : : .. .. 
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(3) For the purposes of subsection.(l)(d). a person's 
residence shalt not be treated as having been interrupted if-

(a) the . person is absent temporarily from the 
district for the purpose of undergoing a eourse 
of education or training or receiving medical 
treatm~t; or · 

(b) the per5on is absent temporarily in connection 
with his or her emplo)'ment or for the purpose 
of performing any civic or military duty or on 
holiday. 

and he or she intends to resume his or her residence in the 
district immediately thereafter. : 

(4) A Councillor shall cease to hold office if-

(a) he or she after his or her . election as 
Councillor. incurs any disqualification set out 
in subsection (2); 

(b) he or she is disqualified from holding office as 
a Councillor under this Act or any other 
written law or by an orderofthe Court; 

(c) he or· she ceases to reside in the district in 
respect of which he or she is a Councillor fora 
periodof3 monthsormore; 

(d) he or she is elect~ or appointed to any post 
referred to in the Seeorid Schedule to the 
Public Service Salary Act. 2013; 

(e) he or she fails throughout a contintio~ Period 
of2 months to attend a meeting of the District 
Council and the Minister certifies that he or 
She has.so absented himself or hefself; or 

(f) the Court declares his ·or her ·etection .as a 
Councillor to be void or. that he or she is .. -

37 

Act 2S o/20/J 
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disqualified from acting as a Councillor and 
his or her office as Councilloris vacant 

-8.(1) The Chairperson and o~rCouncillors shall-

(a) hold office in the District Council on part­
time basis; and 

(b) discharge such functions as may be assigned, · 
from time to time byorunderthisAcl 

(2) Subject to this Act, the Chairperson shall-

(a) be head of the District Council&nd repJJ:sent 
the CouncQ on all matters; -

(b) have supervision and direction of the work 
and staff of the District Council; 

(c) oversee the formulation and execution of 
development and other plans, policies and 

_ strategiesofthedistrict; -

(d) present to the District Council for approval of 
plans, policies, strategies and budget of the 
District Co~ncil, and report _ on 
implementation of such plans, policies and 
strategies at the end of the year; and 

(e) perform such other functions as the Minister 
may by regulations prescribe. 

(3) A Councillor shall be paid such allowances as the 
Minister may, by regulations, prescn'be. 

( 4).- A person assuming the office of a Councillor shall, 
before entering Upon the office, take and subscribe such oath of 
office, secrecy and allegiance aDd in such manner as may be­
prescribed by re~tions. 
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·. :~ 9.(1) · ·~ A casual · vacancy. sh811 occur:in the .office· of a; 
Councillor. wherethe<;;ouncillor-"- ._, ;•:,!;·.·.!· ... . r, ~- · ·.ni l 

I •· olfJ , . .. ,, t t,· r•, ' • l•i·•:Jill ; 
(a) resigns, on the rec~ipt . ~f the. notice of 

r . l . ':·: ·.': .. re~igpati~~Y.~~-~~.r; , ._ · J .: .: ,.!:. 
·: :: .. : =: .rr(b) ·:··ceases td hold'offi'ce under·secltion 7(41!:dn' 
· ; .. . : , :; i .:!.· ·: the date"lie or.slie'is'declaroo by thifMihister 

· .. •: . ftt'•' ' .. · : thatlie'or'siie·cea.Ses'tolioldtlieoffice·· ' .-: ... !: •: 
I, 

1 
.... : ·!i ! ,..;,,i' 1 ... !;: : . ., ·\:: ... J· .. ~-- ~ ~ · ·I: tfti 

· (c) · dies, on the date ofhis or her death . 
• · • I . • :i .. , . . : I : · ; • •·•· • .... · · ~· I ; I , . • , , .. •' ., •• ; • I -' . 

. ·,;. , (2) · .. :·Where ··a· 'casual vacancy; .m the .office , or ,a 
Councillrir,' occur5 .wiililli:3 years o(an efectioii; Uie ,Minl~~· 
shall,' aS 'soon 'as practic8ble after the oCCurrence "of the casua.I' 
vacancy, publish a notice to this c:trect iri the (Tazette and 
request the Electoral Commission' to reeomin'erid the name of a 

· person from the list of candidates of the election held 
immediately prior to the occurrence of such vacancy and 
published. by the ElCC?toral Commission in accordance with 
paragraph 27(5) of the First Schedule. 

(3) Subject to this section, a casual vacancy shall be 
filled, within one month of the date ofthe occurrence ofthe 
vacancy, in accordance with subsection (2) and where there is 
no names remaining in the list, a by-election shall be conducted 
to fill 5uc1i vacancy. ' · · , · ·· _ . . , 

. ' . : I .. •·• . 

(4} ,Where a casual vacancy iri the office of a 
Councillor, oceurs"afterthe period referred to in subseCtion (2}, 
the casual vacai:tcy shall not be filled except where the District 
Council cannot bold its meetings because oflack of quorum. 

0 • I , o • I , • 

· (S}'- A Councillor recommended under. subsection (2) or 
elected in a by-election under subsection (3), shall hold office 
till the end ~fthe period of the District Council referred to in · 
section4(3). · · · · 

1 o: A person who is· ri:gistered as a voter in the district 
comprising of an electOral area in · accordance with the 
provisions of the Elections Act is entitled· to vote at an election 

39 
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in the district comprising of that electoral. area, unless at the 
time of the election he or she is serving' a sen~nce of 
imprisonment for an offence. 

~ ' •• J. • • 

11.(1} A person registered ·as voter in the district 
<;~psing of an electoral area or the Attomey.General may 
institute proceedings in the Supreme Court against a person 

· wlio' has aeted or claims to be entitled to act as a Councillor 
whiledisqUallfi~intennsofthisAct 

(2) . Proceedings under subsection ( 1) shall not be 
instituted against a person who has acted as Councillor after the 
expi.nitionof6monthsfromthedatewhenheorshesoacted. 
'! • . . . •. . 

(3} Where proceedings are instituted under this section 
the Supreme Court may declare--: 

(a} that the defendant has acted as Councillor 
while disqualified; 

(b) that the office in which the defendant has 
acted is vacant· 

(4} A declaration .of the Court under subsection (3} 
shallnotinvalidate- .' · · 

.·. 

.. 

(a} any proceedings held, decision.S taken or acts 
or things. done by the District Council on 
which the defendant referred to in subsection 
(3) was serving, whether or not the defendant 
participated in the proCeedings, decisions, 
acts or things; or. . · 

(b} any acts or things done by that defendant on 
behalf of the District Counci~ prior to the 
declaration of the Court if the proceedings, 

: decisions, acts or things were otherwise held, 
· taken or d~ne in accordance with this Act 
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PART IV- MEETINGs OFDISTRICf COUNCa 

.12.(1) The ~n shall,· at the firSt- 'sitting ·or the 
District Council after commencement of this · Ac~ and 
thereafter at the first sitting of every year, address the District 
Council giving the plans and policies for the 'district for that 
year. 

(2) Subject to this section, the Second Schedule shall 
have effect m respect of the meetings of a District Council. 

4f 

Mcctinpo( 
District COUDcil 

13.(1) A CoUncillor who has an int~t, whether direct or bi.dosure ot 
indirect, in any matter which falls to be decided at a meeting of =:. 
a District Council shall- · · 

(a) disclose in writing the nature of the interest to 
the District Council and the Minister before 
the meeting or before the beginning of any 
discussion on the matter; and 

(b) not take part, silbject to subsection (2), in the 
deliberation or decision of the matter. 

(2) The Minister may, subject to such conditions as the 
Minister may think fit to impose, allow· a Councillor to which 
subsection (l) applies to take part in the deliberation and 

. deeision of a District Council where" it appears to the Minister 
that-

( a) there would otherwise be an itisufficient 
number of' Counciilors for a meeting of the 
District Council; 

(b) · it is in the intereSt of the district that the 
disability under subsection (1) should be 
~ov~ · 

(c) the interest is so remote or insignificant that it 
cannot be regarded as likely to influence the 
COuncillor in his or her 'Cieliberation or 
decision on the matter. 
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! . . )'~TV-S~ pF DISTRICT COUNCU... . ' 

i. : 
I 

Dislrict 14.(1) There shall be appointed by the District Counc.il a 
AdmiDislnlor District Administrator. on . the terms and conditions and 

according to. ~e procedures applicable to officers ~ 
employees of public bodies. . 

(2) The District Administrator, subject to the direction 
ofthe District Council shall- :. . . 

: .. . . . . :. 

(a) 

.. 

be responsible for the implementation ·or the 
decisions 'of the District Council and for the 
·management of the affairs ~f the District 
Council; . 

(b) 

(c) 

ensure that the staff of the District Council 
performs their ~tions efficiently; 

call for information and reports ·from other 
agencies eniaged in the district as may be 
required. from time to· time by the District 
Council; 

(d) prepare annual budget and reports ~n ~e 
implementation of development and other 
plans and policies o(the Dis~~t Council; and 

. (e) perform such other functions as the District . 
Council may, from time to tune, assign. 

(3) The District Administrator shall function as the 
Secretary to the District Council. 

(4) The District Administrator may, with the prior 
approval in writing of the Chairperson, dClegate any ofhis or 
her functi~ to an officet: ~r ~loyee of the District Council . 

• Olbculaft"of IS. . A District Cowicil shall employ such persons as are 
,Dislrie! Couacil necessary for the District Council to perform its functions on I . . 

I 
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the terms and conditions and according to the procedw;es 
applicable to employees of public bodies. · 

16. Where it comes-to the knowledge of a person 
employed by ~ District Council that a contract in which the 

• person has any pecuniary interest, whether direct or indirect, 
· has been or is proposed to be, entered into by the District 
Council or any committee or subcommittee or other persOn, the 
person employed shall forthwith give notice in writing to the 
District Council of the fact that be or she has a pecuniary 
interest and the nature" of the interest 

PART VI- FINANCIAL · 

17.{ 1) The funds of a District Council shall consist of-
. . 

{a) moneys appropriated by anAppropriationAct 
and paid to the District Co~il; . 

{b) moneys received from any investment; 

(c) moneys received in connection with any 
services, the use of any facilitY or property 
of the District Council or the provision of any 
leisure or other recreational facilities; and 

(d) moneys lawfully received by way of gift or 
otherwise. 

(2) The funds of a District Council may, subject to this. 
Actoranyotherwrittenlaw,beapplied- · 

(a) tlie payment or discharge of the costs, 
expenses and other obligations ofthe District 
Council; 

I 

{b) the payment of . remuneration, fees, 
allowances payable to a Councillor and the 
staffs and other person employed by the • 
District Council; or · 

43 
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{c) the purpose o·f giving financial or other 
assistance to community based groups or 
sportsmen of the district or for the purpOse of 

· contributing towards the provision of cultural 
·and other recreational activities or facilities 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the 
district. · 

{3) Where a District Council applies any of its funds 
under subsection {2){c). it shall as. soon as· practica~le Uiform 
the Minister of the nature of any action it has taken and the 
amount of any expenditure it has incurred in respect of each 
suchaction. · · 

{4) · A District Council may, with the approval of the 
· ~ invest any money which it doCs not immediately 

require for the; purposes of the District Council 

18. Notwithstanding any other written law, the 
President may authorise that any property of the Republic be 
placed under the· control of a District Council for use by the 
District Council in the performance of its functions, and the . 
Minister shall take such steps necessary to comply with the 

· authorisation of the President 
: . I ' : ; • • , • ~ • • • • . , • • ~ • ', • • 

19.(1) ADistrictCouncilsball. withinsuehtimeas~ybe 
prescn'bed by regulations, submit to the Minister fo~ each 
finaDcialycarestimatesofitsexpendi~es~drevenu~· .. 

• I • (2) . The M#lister may, acting in consultation with the 
~st~r~ responsible fo~- fin8nce, ;approve with or without 
m'odification the estimateS sUbmitted~ ~ction (1 ). 

• •• J {3).: The. financial year of the District Council shall be 
th_epe~~ofl2monthsending~n~lst:Qecember. 
• :. : i ·< : :... ·. ~r;tr:_ 11 •••• · "\ •• ·.; • ., • 1 ( ' ! ·. : ·. 

A=ou~~ts md 20.(1) A District Cowicil shall- .t • ·. 1 :1, 
audit . 



[12th August 2015] Supplement to Official Gazette 

(a) keep proper accounts and ·records in relation 
to'~e accounts; and · 

(b) prepare, in respect of each tirlancial year 
statementsofaccoimts. . ·· ' ·· ·· . .,.:, ... : ,. 

(2) The .accounts and statements of accounts_ of a 
District Council shall be audited by the Auditor Getierat in · 
accordance with article 158 of the. Constitution: . ·· · · · · · 

'· . . .. 
. (3) A District Council shall submit to the MiniSter a 

copy of the audited statements of accounts and any certificate 
oftheAuditorGeneral in respect of the aceo':lllts. . · 

. , 

PART VD - MISCELLANEOUS I 

21. A notice, order or other document pr a copy of a 
notice, order or other document which a District Council is 
authorised or required under this Act or any other written law to 
give, make or issue may be signed on behalf of the District 
Council by its Clia.irperson or ~y person authorised bY the 
Chairperson or the District Council and any document which is 

. so signed shall be deemed, until the contrary is proved, to have · · 
been given, made or issu~ by the District Counc~. 

22. A document which_:_ 
. . 

(a) purports to be a copy of a resolution, decision, 
order or report_ of a District Council or the 
minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the 
_District Council; and 

(b) bears a certificate purporting to'be signed by 
. the Chairperson or any person authorised in 
that behalf by the Chairperson or the District 
Council, stating ·that the resolution was . 
passed or decision was taken or order or 

· · ·, · report was made by the District Council on a 
specified date or that the minutes were signed 

. :> .. 
,,. 

Authentication 
otdocument 

Evidence • 
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r ·: .. :-.. : 1:i ;:_,,.,;, inaccordancewithparagraph8oftheSeci>nd_ 
· 'Schedule, . : . 

. is prima facie evidence of.the matters stated in the certificate 
I and of the 'term8' 'of the resolution, decision, order, report or' 
minutes in question. · · · · 

, .I , ·. .• '• , ,) ,' I•,. : , .. 

, .. ·, 23. , 4 . DtStrict . Counct~ Counctllor or a person 
. 'eniplo)'ed by a District Council shall not be liable for any act or 
omission doric or'omitted to' be done in good faith and without 
negligence in ~ course of the performance of any functions 

' underthisACt. .: ' · . · 1 
• 

1 
• 

.11 , .. • • • • ~ I . .·.,. • . . 
24.A CoUncillor When ~orming his <r her functions under 

this Act, a person serving on any committee or subcommittee of a 
District Council or a Person employed by a District Council shall 
be deemed to be employed in the public service fur the purposes 
of seCtion$ 9L to 101 of the Penal Code . 

• I •• ,, I 

_. is.(i) · .'Aperso~~o-~ 

· · : .. · . (a) .. knowingly makes any. false or misleading 
• • • • • : • • • · 

1 
• • statement or representation for the purpose of 

•; . '.:.: · · f ··: procuring : his .or her nomination .or the 
. ·. . . nomination of any other perion as a candidate 

for an election; 

(b) forges the-signature of a registered voter in 
·· · · · .. ;: .. conne~onwithholdingofanelection; 
•, 

0 
: • : : •.~ 

0
' • 1 • ~ 0 ' • • I 0 0 

; ~ I : I , • o 

... : .' : ; : . (c) ; . ~lding anY. office, <r acting in any official 
capacity, makes a statement <r does an act, in 
the exercise of the functions of his or her 

._.; ; .... , .. :..~:· .: .;: office or in his or her official capacity, with 
•· ; ·· :•::• .. .• intent to discourage"a person from seeking 

•: ! . ''. i ·~ · • i · ' I :• ·DOmination aS ' a I Candidate Or procure 
..::;.': , _._;; 1i ·. ·;·• candidatureforanelectioil; 
-~ , i'.:! •• 1 ·~' :;~. ! . : : ·t: .. · f:: A.-~:.-:.. : :(1 ! · . . :·: , 
f !I 1 !1. :11.( ,(d) .. .,f91'8CS0!~~~~~tly,de~orfra~dulentJy 
UJ ':> ·:~~ :· , Jl".i .~~tr:~~~.Y.regts~o(y~ters; 
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'1_.._.;111:•· (e). forges! .and •.counterfeits-;. or ~udulently 
. :, ')': ··!·"·' :; ·: destroys a ballot paper;: m:: J· ,!, 
. '·n ,,,,:- ~.J. •-' · •''- ;· 1 , . ·:i• .. . iillf·HI'' ' tf 
~ ~ . · . ·(f) . WithoUt due alithOrifY, sUpplies a ballot paper 
, tJ , ·_. ' : •;.; f,J o I 0 ' ,.

0 
0 1' 0 I I JOI ' "' ' '' ,_ j 

• 
1

. . 
1
,.,. . , to any person; ... ,,, .. .... , .,r, 

( .. t :, _. • , _, , o .., ', _ , , t •, I , .. f. Jlo,l ""' 1 

.. !t 11~ • i' @ · ... ·frauduleritilputS';ilito· ani: ballot box any 
1
• ~ ':' • : : • paper otlier tlWi 'the 'ballot 'p~ which hC or 

she is authorised~ law to put in; 
. .. ;..' 1 '.!:I··.; ' • ·.·' • : :::• ~:t: f~.i·/;J! •, .",J;]l ' i'~ l 

; ··!·: ·.· (h) · withou~·dl!eau~ority,takesoutofanypolling 
· : · · ·· · station a ballot .paper. or.:has in his or her 

:•: . : ·.:: :. ·: · .· possession any ballot paper outside a polling 
station; r·· ·:. •: •!t:i · .. ·!! '!_::! Ji,:; 

:. . . (i) without due authority, destroys, takes, opens 
or otherwise interferes with a ballot box or 
packet of ballot papers then in use for the 
purposes of an election; ·. · ,·. 

, ... 

(j) · contravenes 'paragraph 9, or willfully 
furnishes false evidence or makes a false 
declaiation under paragraph ·14, paragraph 15 

. or paragraph 16, ofth~ first ~chedule; 
(k) contravenes paragraph. 36{2)· of the Filst 

Schedule; · 0 
• • •• • • 

•• 0 ~ •• 

(1) commits an illegal practice in connection with 
an election; · 

... 
(m) contravenes paragrap~. ~7 , of· the First 

. Schedule; o ·~ •• : '· • ·: •• 

(n) without lawful authority, dCstroys, mutilates, 
defaces or removes a notice which is · 

· exhibited or any doCument which is made 
. av~able for in~~on, 'under this Act in 
connection with an election; ' 

• • .: t • 

(o) printS or publishes. or catises to be printed or 
published a· bill;· plaCard> or poster having 



48:- . [12~August-2015] i 

·~flw;!ul.Jut:·it l"Cference;! to''·an ! ~lection :• or any printed 
document'! distributed ~ for :the purpose of 
promoting or nrocuring the election of a 

1~1t.q ;rJII r.d r. r candidate With'~Ut· th'e ~QC 'ptacafd,' poster or . 
document bearing' on the' faee the name and . 

'fill. l.'d Joll!.:~.~~$~:P.rin~ ~4 p~bli;shers in the 
::J ~. i :l·. i:il: ·;·. ·M"tri.~.~~~~e~_tio~i~peingheld; 

: qi ., '!i .• : ''· ' ... rill .::· . I• •• ~ t '•. •• I ~I! . 
<P) after a laWful demand to him or her~ been 

!:.r: i: ;-.r, .:r,.; ;(,Jmade'r;_undcr.fparagraph : 39 of•! the First 
~:: :1 ~" ~:or: ;t : Schedule; fails to give such information as be 
:;r·i ii ·J'I !. ~ !, !;~ or she possesS~ or·unreaso~bly delays in 

giving the information; o~: .; 1. .. 

-~~~,. . . • .(q) · causes any · disturbance or fails to -comply 
· : ! ·'' -withalawfulorderofanElectoralOfficerora 

. • _ " Presiding Officer at a polling station or place 
where the counting of votes is being carried 
out; . .. . (, 

. (r) .. being a Councillor or person employed by a 
·:- · ' .. . ·· · . ··.District Counci~ fails to comply with section 

.. • I. ·13 or sCc:tion 16, as the case may be, ~rundcr 
. , ... ·: • ·:, ·: 1, 1~1Qur. of~ or~- o!fic~ .or employment, 
· · • 8ccepts any· fee'or reward wbats<>ever other 

than his or her proper remuneration or an 
::: .. , : .};,_.;::•::, allowance or a reimbursement. 

. (s) ~owing that be or she is disqualified to bold 
: • :: : ·, • • J j ' ) the Office ·of Councillor uDder this Act. does 

any act or purports to act as a Councillor at the 

.. : :. .!;::1. ' 1 .' ~ ·~ ~~!'.~~~~is~disqualifi~ . 
' ( (i' rrl ·• , 'J I •• • ·t ' ' 

~; , _·: ·.·: '(tf. 1 "falsely_· z:eP~ents ·hims~lf . or herself as 
..... '- . "· .' ·,'"-'boldirig 'tbe,office' of a Councillor or as a 
l. o I:J,", O'.ll. f :.: :· : n CrD.' 1o 'ed b a DiStrict Council and 

~" .·· .• P.,_Y, _Y . , . • 
· assumes to, dO any act or to attend m any place 

~,, J,·,u:r ·'· ·,r, . , fot;.tbe purpose of doing any act by virtue of 
'.; ·, ..• c. , • :. • ·: such office. or employment; or. 
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(u) being a Councillor or b:eing employed by a 
District Council, does or directs to. be done, in 
.abuse of the autho~ty of his office, any 
·arbitrary act prejudicial to the right of another 
personorforthepurposeofgain, 

commits an offence. 

(2) Subsection (lXo) shaJl not apply to a bill poster or 
document published by or on behalf of the Eleetoral 
Commission or the ChiefElectoral Officer. . . 

· (3) For the Purpose of this section and the First Schedule, 
a person commits an illegal practice where he or she- . 

. . 
(a) dire<?tly or indirectly, by himself or herself or 

by any other person on his or her bc:halt; 
. · gives, lends or agrees to give or lend, offers or 

promises to 'procure qr to endeavour to 
procure, any money or valuable consideration . 
to or for any voter or to or fot any other 
person, on behalf of voter or to or for any. 
.other person, in order to induce any voter-to 
vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly does . 
any such act as aforesaid 'on account of such 
voter having voted or refraine<J frOm voting at 
any election under this Act;_. 

· (b) directly or indirectly, by himself or herself or 
by any other person on his or her behalf, 
gives, or procures or agrees to giye or procure, 
or to endeavo~ to procure, any office; place 
or employnient to or for any voter, or to for 
any person on belialf of any voter or to or for 
any other ~n. in order to induce such voter 
to vote or refrain from voting, or corruptly 

· does ·any such act as aforesaid on aCcount of 
. such voter · having voted or refrained from 

voting at an election under this Act; 

49 



f· 

SO .. · _____ :·_Supplement t£!2ffi.c_ial G~te .. _(12~Augusl20IS] 

. .-· !:J .(c) .,, direCtly or indirectly, by himselfQr herself or 
:·.: ,-.: ..... : ... · -by ·any·other person on his or her behalf; 
-:· · .... ,:Jj, . milkes :.any gift, loan, offer, promise; 
, . >· :.:. '" ,.;:_. procureoient, or agreement referred to in 

·paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) to or for any 
person in order to induce such person to 
procure or to endeavour to ·procure the 
electionofanypersonas a member or the vote 

1· · •· •:' .•. ' ofanyvoteratanelectionunderthisAct; 

I I 

.. 

.. .·, . ; .. 
(d) upon or in consequence of any such'gift, loan, 

offer, promise; procurement or agreement, 
· · - : ·~ · · proCures or engages, promises or endeavours 

· · to prOcure ·the return of any person as a 
member or the vote of any voter at an election 

., underthisAct; ·· 

: . .' ;: '· : (e) · directty.or indirectly, by himself or herself or 
.. . 'I' • by any other person on his or her behalf: 

: 
1

• ·• • ... , ·.-. advances or pays, or causes to be paid, any 
• I '. ':' • , • : money 'to or for the use of any other persOn, 
: . · :. · . · .. ' with the intention that tli~ money, or any part 
, ~- :~··.:,F:·:·:n:,th~f, ~1 be cxp~ed in bribery at any . 
. . ; . . . elecuon or who knowmgly pays, or causes to 
"··:· ,.:' ·":: , ~·pcj,jud,anymoneytoanype~nindischarge 

" I • • ·' • oi'~ynient'of any mOney wholly or in part 
expended in mibery at' an election under this 

• 1 •• • •• 1 ·., Act; . · l' 

. : . · : . (f) before or during any election, directly or 
~ ... ·I.. 1 _indirectly, by himself or herself or by any · 
· · :: • · ·. other person on his or her behalf: receives, 
I •I I ' ' 0 .i agrees to reCeiVe Or COntracts for any money, 

· ;·. ·· .: .. · · · .. gift, lOOn; or valuable coosideratioo, office, 
• 

1
: : 1 ·1 • • • • place or employment, for himself or herself or 

,:, ·. . .. ·· forany.otherpcrson, forvotingoragreeingto 
:o.. · ~ ·. ·. • · vote, 'or for refraining or agreeing to refrain 

- · from voting at an election )lllder this Act; 
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.. 

(g) after any election, directly .or indirectly, by 
himself or herself or by any other person on 
his · or' her behalf, receives any money or . 
valuable consideratiOn on account of any 
person having voted or refrained from, voting, 
or having induced any other person to vote or 
refrain from voting at an election under.this 
Act; 

(h) corruptly, directly or indirectly, by himself or 
herself or by any <>ll,er person, _either before, 
during or after an election, gives·or provides, 
or pays; wholly or in part, the expense of 
giving or providing food, drink .• 
enterta~ent of provision to or for any 
person for the purpose of influencing that 
person, or any other person, to vote or refrain 
from votingatanelectionunderthisAct; · 

(i) corruptly accepts or takes any food, drink, 
entertainment or provision referred to in 
paragraph (h); 

. ~ 

,G> directly or indirect~, by himself or herself or 
· by any otbcrperson on his or her behalf: makes 

use of, or· threatens to make use of, any force, 
violence br restraint, or inflicts or threatens to 
~et by himself or herself or by any other 
person, any temporal or spiritual injury, 
damage, harm or Ios~ upon or against any 
voter, in order to induce or compel such voter 
to vote or refrain frOm voting, or on account of 
such voter haviDg voted or refrained from 
voting at an election or who, by abduction, 
duress or any fraudulent contriVance, impedes 
or prevents the free use of the vote by any voter 
either to give or refrain from giving his or her 
vote at an election underthi~ Act; 
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.. . :(k) 

(l) 

(m) 

.votes or attempts to vote, or induces or 
procures some other person to vote, at an 
election under this Act if he or she, or if to his 

. or her knowledge the other person, has 
· alreadyvotedatthateleciion; 

at a lawful public meeting held in connection 
with an election under this Act notifying the 
nomination d8y, and the day on which the 
result of the election is published, acts or 
incites others to act in a disorderly manner for 
the purj,ose of preventing the transaction of 
the business for which the meeting was called 
for; 

impersonates any other person in cono~on 
with an election under this Act; or 

(n) at a lawful public meeting held in connection 
with an election under thia Act. acts or incites 
others to act in a disorderly manner for the 
purpose of pi-eventing the holding of the 
meeting or the tranSaction o( the business for 
which the meeting was called. · 

. (4) A: person ~ho conu:illis an ~frence under this 
section is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 3 years or to a fine not exceeding SCR20,000 or to 
bo~ such imprisonment and fine. . · 
... 

(S) ·Where a person is convicted of committing an 
illegal practice, the person shall, in addition to any penalty 
under subsection (4), be diSqualified for a period of 6 years 
from the date his or her conviction from contesting an election 
~this ACt or any other. written law and the Electoral 
Commission shall forthwith cause a note of disqualification to 
be entered in all the registers of voters prej,ared under this Act 

. oranyo~writtenlaw. · . .·. · . . 

' 
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26~ A Government department or other agency shall, in 
planning and implementing any development plan having 
social, economic or enviroiunental effect on any area in the 
dis,trict, consult the District Council. · 

27. The Minister may give in writing any direction of 
policy to a District Council in regard "to the discharge of its 
functions or in case of any emergency, · including natural 
calamity and serious threat to ~blic peace. to take immediate 
action an9 the District Council shall comply with . such 
direction. 

28.(1) The first standing orders of the District' Council 
'shall be made by the Minister for.the purpose of exercising its 
functions under this Act and thereafter a District Council may, 
with the consent of the Minister, make new or additional 
standing order or amen_d or repeal any standing order made 
under this Act. · 

(2) Notwithstanding sedion 64 of the Interpretation 
and General Provisions Act, standing orders made wider 
subsection (1) shall not be ·required to be laid before the 
National Assembly. 

. . 
29.(1) The Minister may make regulations for carrying Rqnl•doat 

out, or giving effect to, the provisions of this Act. .. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of the powers under 
subsection (1 ), the regulations may provide for all or one of the 
followingmatters - · . 

(~) the norms and standards to be complied with 
under section 5(1 Xf), 8nd other functions to 
be performed under section 5(1)(j), by a 
District Council; · 

' (b) the other functions to be performed by the 
Chairperson of a District Council under 
section 8{2X e); 
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. ' 
:. ·. ,;. :: (c) :.· the allqwances payable to the Councillors 
!.'' .:: :; · •::.undersection8(3}; 
·.,:) .t, · : . :.: .·.: •. ·:· .• 0 • • • • 

(d) the period within which a District Council 
shall submit to the Minister estimates of its 

. . . . :· . . expenditureandrevenueimdersection 19(1); 
: ·, ' ·.... . . . 

.. ··: .. .- (~) . :the form of oath of office, secrecy !Uld 
_. .. : . :. .... . . allegianqe ·to be administered by the 
·:J·.: :" .•. Councillorsandotherpersonsunde~thisAct; 

.... 1 ••• 

. . .; : .. 

.(f) for amending a Schedule appended to this 
.. :· ._. Act;or . . . · 

(g) any : other matter wtuch is required or . 
permitted to be prescn"bed UDder this Act.. . 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

[Sections 2(g) and 0). 6(2) and (6), 9(2), ~5 and 29) 

ELE.CTIONS 

i.(l) The Electoral Commission shall be responstble for 
the conduct and supervision of an election ofCouncillors ofa . 
District Council under this A~ 

.· (2)· ·The ChiefElectoral Officer, Efectoral Officer and 
Assistant Electoral Officer appointed under section 3(1) of the 
Elections Act (Cap 68A) shall, respeCtively, ~ deemed to be 
the Chief Electoral Officer, Electoral Officer· and Assistant 
~e~~ <?ffi.cer for the pmposes ofthisAct. 

I • 0 I 1 • 

(3} · On the ~cl~~ of an election under seetion 6, 
the Electoral Commission sha.tt; by notice published in the 

· Gazette, appoint the ChiefElectoral Officer, Electoral Officers 
and Assistant Electoral Officers in respect of each district as 
may be specified in the notice. 
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2.(1) .The register of voters published ·by the Electoral 
Commission in accordance with section 9 of the ElectiOns Act 
shall be deemed to be the register of voters for the purposes of 
an election under this Act. 

3.(1) Subject to this Ac~· ~ ElectO~ ~Commission shall 
fix the date of the election and, at least 30 4ays before the date 
of the election, give notiCe of the date of tlie election in the 
Gazette and in each dis1rict. · · · . . ... 

(2) The date of an election referred to in subparagraph 
(1) shall be referred to in this Act as "election day". . . . . . .. 

Rqiascrof 
Volcn 

ss 

. . . . .. ·· 

· 4.(1) At least 14 days before the election day, the Chief Ncmiaalioo 
Electoral Officer shall, by notice.in the Gazette., call upon the 
filing of the 1,10mination papers for an election in reSpect of the 
candidatesineacbdistrict. I • • 

. . ' 

(2) The nominatim paper required under subparagraph 
(1) shall be signed by candidates and endorsed by. at least 2S 
persons entitled to vote in the district in respect of which 
nomination is filed, and accompanied by-

(i} a certificate issued by the Electoral 
Commission certifying the deposit of or 
securing the stim of SCRSOO or such other 
amount as ~Y be specified in ~e notice; and 

· (ii) . such n~ of photograph of the candidate 
· in such form and of size as specified ~ the 

· · notice. 

(3) The day of which nomination papers are required to 
be filed under this paragraph shall be re erred to in this Act as 
"ncminationday." 

(4) A · person may · stand for election, both as 
Olairperson and as a Councillor, and fde a separate nomination 

·. 

• I 
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papers for the post of the Chairperson or Councillor, as the case 
maybe: . . ' 

5. . Not less than 8 days before the election day, the 
Electoral Officer shall, if he or she is satisfied that a candidate 
is-

(a) not qualified to serve as a Cotmcillor, after 
giving _the candidate a notice in writing to. 
show cause as to why his or her candidature 
should not be rejected, reject his candidature; . 

(b) qualified to serve as a Councillor, forward the 
names. address and occupation of the 
candidates, standing for election as 
Chairperson or as Councillor, as the case may 
be. to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall 
publish it by notice in tlie Gazette, in respect 
of each district 

Place-ttfme 6.(1) The Chief Electoral Officer shall in the notice 
or e!ectioa published under paragraphS give-

(a) the addressofthepolling station; and 

(b) the time of the beginning and closing of poll. 

{2) ·Notwithstanding that the time of the closing of poll 
has been specified in the notice referred to in subparagraph ( 1 ). 
the Chief Electoral Officer or the Electoral Officer. as the 
case may be, may, where ·it is necCss&ry to allow all the 
registered voters in a district to cast their votes; extend the time 
for the closing of poll. 

7.(1) Where before the closing of poll on the day: of an 
election there is no candidate to fill the post of Chairperson or 
there are not enough candidates to fill all the offices of 
Councillor in respect of a district because a candidate has died 
or withdrawn his or her candidature, the election shall continue 
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in respect of the other offices of Councillor and a vacancy shall 
be deemed to have occurred in respect of the· office of the ' · ·· 
Chairperson or other Councill~r .in respect of which there is no 
candidate or an insufficient number of candidates, as the case 
may be, on the date of the election and the Electoral 
Coolmission shall not later than 42 days after the date of the 
election,.qx a date for the holding ~fa special election to fill 
that vacancy and the provisions of this Schedule shall apply as 
it applies to an election. 

: . . .. . . . - - . . ' 
(2) , Where before the closing of poU on.the date of an 

election rio candidate ui available' for election'as ~n. 
and Councillor because the candidates have died or 'WithdraWn 
their candidature, the Electoral Officer shall countermand the 
election and the Electoral Coinaiission shall, not later than 42 
d8ys after the date ofthC co~teiinand. fix another date for the . 
h9lding of an election. · · 

(3} Where ~fore the closing of poll on the day of a 
special election there is no candidate to fill the vacancy in 
relation to which the special election is being held because a 
candidate has diCd or withdrawn hiS, or her candidature, the 
Electoial Officer shall oouDtCiniand the eleCtion and where it is 
7 months or. more before the holding of an election on the 
expiry of the term of a ··District .. CoUQcil. the Electoral 
Commission shall. not later than 42 daYs after the date of the 
countermand, fix another date for the holding of the special 
election. :. . ·: _ .. ' _ 

. (4} 'Where in an el~on; n~· candiwite' is elcicted as the 
Chairperson, for any reason, tbC- Electoral Officer . shall 
counterm_and the el~on and the Elect9ral Commission shall, 
not later than 42 days after the date of the countermand, fix 
another date for the holding of a special'election for the election. · 
oftheCh~~n. _, 

( 5) A_Chailperson or.Councillor elected as a result of a 
special election under-this paragraph shall, subject to this Act, 
bold office for a period ending on the date whCn the term of 
District Council~ under section 4(3). 

'51 
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mectioa 8.(1) . A candidate for election as CouncillOr-in a district 
c:ampUp shall present himself to the voters of the district by means of 

electioneering in public meetings by the candidate or by such 
· other means as the ChiefElectoral Officermay ~termine. · 

(2) In the organisation and conduct of the meetings 
referred to in this paragraph each candidate shall be given a fair · 
an~~o~~ . 

(3) The electioneering for the purposes of this Act shall 
commence on the nomination day and ~d 24 hours before the 
election day. 

Expcoditure 9.(1) . The expenditure for electioneering by a candidate 
by~ . seeking election as a Councillor or any person acting on his or 

her behalf shall not exceed a sum ofSCRI 00,000. . 
(2) A candidate seeking election as a Councillor or any 

person acting on his or her behalf shall not pay-

(a) any person who assists the candidate at an 
election on account of such assistance; . 
. . 

(b) any person for or acc·ount· of the 
transportation of voters to or from the polling 
station. 

(3) A candidate seeking election as a Councillor or any 
person acting on his or 'her behalf shall not accept, directly or 

· indirectly, any contributions or donations from-

(a) an~ foreign government or its agent; 

(b) any foreign political party or faith based 
organisation; 

(c) any public inStitution. statutory body or any. 
other organisation controlled or owned by the 
government or from any company in which 
the government holds any capital share; 
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I 

.(d) any private Company'·performing a public 
• • • I function pursuaDt to a written law; 

( e >. . any person who i~ n~t tax.co~liant; 
. . J .. ·' J • 

et) . any f~p ~diVidual or any foreign entity, . 
~~etherornot~y~te; or: 

•• • ' • • . • • t • ~ • • • .. • , ; ~ J • 
, I '• '•j' : .. • 

(g) anya:ade~on, w~~c#'re~erea or no~ : ·: · 
• • , • •• , •· o , ! I . ~•·• . • ,... I 

I 

. ( 4) For the purposes ~fthi.s pm:agrapb, "contribt,rtion or · 
donation" means any~ or,gif.\ Q(r;nc:>ney ~hether wholly or · 
in part or any 1~ received ~y or~ or provided to, or given 
to or spent by, or on behalf ot: :~ .c~d~ in .paying any . 
expenses incurred directly or indirectly, and includes any 
assistance or seivice provided by any pc;rson the value of which 
exceedsSCR5,000.. ,; . . :·:: . : . . 

· tO.(l) An Electoral Officer shall, in respect of the district ~ 
al pol1iDa in res~ct of which he or she has been appointed-. · &talioo 

(~) ~sh the po~g .s~~()[l .'\¥i~ such n~ 
.: . :: o(~~~~-as~e9r*~~necessary . 

for the pwpose of allowing voters t!) r:ecor:cf 
_their votes screened from observation; 

. • ·a;· ' i .. :~ : ·. · .. · : . : ·# •• • .. .. : • ·#··c: · · ' 
. (b) place .m tpe .conspicuous place ·outside the 

. poll,i~g . sfation'; .'a'. n~tic~.' ;~~owi~g ~n .. 
. ,· . . alphabetical order. the surname, full names · 

aDd the aOdresS ·or each caxidi<WC; i.ridicaWig . 
whether tlie' candidate iS standin& for eleCtion 
as Chaitperson or as a Councillor, as the ca8e · 
ma. ybe. ; ·.· . · . · · . . 

t • ; • '· •• 

· •· .... ',.. I·' f 

(c)· provide 'both outside 8nd' inside the polling 
station ·notices containing ins~ructions 

·' relating to the · votiDg procedure ·to be 
followed; · · ·.. ' ·' · · · ' · 

. . 
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(d) . provide the polling station with copies of the 
register of voters for the district; and . 

(e) dO such other things as he or she may be 
directed by the Chief Electoral Officer in 
relation to the conduct of the election. 

0 0 

11.( 1) A candidate may appoint a person, referred to in this · 
Schedule as a polling agent, to attend at the polling station of 
the district'for the purpose of detecting i.nlpersonation. 

· (2) A candidate shall, not later than 7 days or such 
shorter period as the Chief Electoral Offic~r may allow before 
the day of the election, notify the Electoral Officer of the name 
and address of the polling agent · 

(3) Where a polling agent dies or becomes incapable of · 
performing his or her functions before the date of the election, 
the candidate may ,appoint another polling· agent in his or her .. 

· place and shall forthwith give notice of such appointment as 
provided under subparagraph (2). 

Ballot boxes 12.(1) A ballot box shall be so constructed that a voter can 
put his ballot paper inside, but Can.not withdraw the ballot paper 
from the box. · 

(2) Immediately before the beginning ~of voting. the · · 
Electoral Officer at a polling station shall show to persons 
lawfully present at the station that the ballot boxes are empty 
a'nd ~all thereafter close and seal the boxes in such manner as 

· to prevent the boxes from being opened without the seals being 
broken. · 

• Form ofballot . 13.(1) Ballot paper shall be in such form and of such 
colour as the Electoral Commission may approve. • pllpCf 

. (2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (1), me by any 
~nor officer, in any manner of the colour, flag or symbol C?f 
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a pOli*hl·party iegis't~ as·5u~h~iindcr the Political Parties 
(Registration1and:..R.Cgu1Btion) ·AcF1(eap 173), shall not be 
allowe<finanelectioiuuiderUUSACt/ ·::..:1 

1, ;, : J•; I ,;r;::l:;,ni-C( ui oJ!.J:. n:il!ll :J:;:rvrt 

6l•l 

'·14.(i')! :Votiog ~ af" a;;;~ electiririnF,iiall be conducted ~ Melbocl of 
· follows~, .. ~~ :,ru fJI: .. r-~··~ ~~~ ·'JoJJ ~:..'J . • 11) votiJI& . 

"·"': ! ·:1:: :: ·!1 '{O J,· •. r!dqJ::; ·,:..nrrr.Jr: 
~ .. :: :. ·; ~ (a)'u ·avoter:wJiowisoes~Givote­

;Ju~!j~. 

~ :;,. 1:<) : ·; ; :; lls :.(i~tll r.~:p~f •. ~~lf. 9~ h~~lf at ~e 
. · • · . •I l ' · rlrl· nnuwg station m .the.district m which 

, ..:; • • 1\ ~·' • } :J ;.J T i"":t f' .lo\ l #ll.l I J _,f':': I tt 

· h~orshetsre~fRffi~~i 

·1 ::• ;,, ·, : , • .-:; l'brJ(tl)~d 'shall satisfy t1le·Etectoral Oilicef.at Ule 
' ' : ·-· · · ·polling station :of hiS or her identity and ~ l 

that be or she haS not voied at the station ·, 
orelsewbc:Ratthc:c:lcetioii; t r J l :; lv l': .-::; 

1. :... t! IJ· · f, .·,. ·~·J J!:itJ!!. ~. J j· .. -.~!.: \ 

(iii) .subject to paragrapbs:•15 and ,16, ·.the : 
Electoral Officer afthe polling station : 
shall, on being ~tisfied ~ provi.de4 in 

: subClauSes.(i) and (ii)• .,1J 1 ,., I 1 I.•:! 
. :•. •' · .• , . . : ::J , ;:: .. r, :.. ·• 1. :. ; :(·; ;, ;,.,·to J:..,J ' j -:. '.-1 

. ·• ~· .. ;i.:·, (iv) :•. call out ilie:number·andlparticulars•bf•! 
· . ·.· ~, .. .; .r .. ~·the .votcr;• as rstitCd <in the copyof..tbe :. 

. ; .. u: i ; (: !registerofwterS at the station; l)llr.!:i::,·, 

.. , .. · : · ·~J~P' ~1pcrr~dt¥~~~~P.:!~~·~ot1~pcr with 
··'•· ... :·I .. im' officw'uiaridnd''deliver it to the 

_ . . : ... . .... 1:_ vOtef:l.<l ·: J.: ... ;.;.,. ·_ .•. t~i· . 

. • . . JI:;J •·• ·• ~ :h~:'· ·' ~' '' jl·<.: f ai f. 'J · . .i!J i l : 

•: ..... · · ·· '· · ··•:· :.r ! r • ,I•'· ": ;:!. ) . , . , .. ,. ·. ~ /yi/ · ~~·} ~~· !l&~)~~ nan;te of the · 
· · · ·voter m the ~y .<?~ ~gtster to denote 

that a ballot paper has been delivered to 
. .. ,.,.: ·.:· , ·thevoter, .. ,.·;q~:: !r.-r . ;: ui l 

·.· ... :· .. , .. 
. : : 

•" • • • I I ,' .: • ... : ) 1) ' 0 · :,1'1 ' [((I 

{vii) . .'subjcd' to 'subPal8gBph (2), the voter 
. . . : . . . shall. :on receiVing a ballot' paper, go 
··' ·.. -imlilediately!into one olthe·scrcened · 

:· r 1:1 .• : ' • 
••• ,IJ, 
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··~ 1 :"1 ::;1 L>:1i '" ' •' 1 ~ :i r •. compm:tments. in-.the_. station-~Jtere; he ·:; 
. . , !::•: iir:·:~ .i· -~_ ... orshe.shaJl,without4Ciay,recor:dhisor.;, 

hcrvo~e in the.manner.explained in the:,~ 
notice rcfmed to in paragraph 1 0( 1 )(c) 

... , L .. ·_ ·If .:,··.: . ·: . i ~~!d_in 1~.~-~~-od. ~~vp~dth·~~Q~~i~li~te 
or ocs not un erstan e notice,,~ ~e ; 1 · 
manner explained by the Electoral· 

.· .. : •. O~~)n .. the .. ~m:e of~e polling 
agent, 

·. , ,. :·: ·, i~ '(b1 1 ··a voter ~rnot pia~ on the ballot paper any 
•I.)J.• ., i. 1.· ·' writmg'or'malk by which he or she may be 

identified. :.1 ·· · · ·: ! • ·• : 

. :! : i (2) ·; i Where a voter ia incapacitated by blindness or. other 
physical: cause. or otherwise, he or she may call the Electoral 
Officer aside and, out of hearing of any other person, direct the 
Electoral Officer how the .voter's vote is to be cast and the 

. Electoral Officer shall cast the. voter's vote accordingly and tlie 
· voter shall, for the pwposes of this Act, be deemed to have 

voted. ~ .. ; · ,:; t · · 
'• • • · • • • I •• , 

' ts:(i) Where an Electoial Officer at a polling station in 
respect of which he or slie has been appointed has reason to 
bclieve; .or a candidate or a polling agent at the polling station 
·alleges, that a person wishing to vote at.the station is not a voter · 
entitled to vote at the station, the Electoral Officer shall-

. . . . . (a). advise the person accordingly, giving reasons 
' for his or her belief or, where the candidate or 
. Pc> ling ageiit has l made an allegation referred · 'i, 'r 

in this paragraph, require the Candidate or 
.·, ; .. ·.. . polling ag~t to state in the presence of the 

.. p~ri ·y..~g to ~ote the reason for the 
allegation; ... · 

.. ·:· 
... · .. 

(b) warn the person that he or she may commit an 
offence under this Act by voting. 

_. oo ' 
0 l ! 0 

, ~ o ! f I , o : '''!! I ' ' I ' , 

·; (2) .. Where a candidate or polling agent referred to in 
subparagraph. (1) refuses . to . stafe the reason for his or her 
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allegation in the presence of the person -~hing to vote when · 
· required to~ so by the Electoral Officer, the Electoral Officer 
~ldisregardtheallegation. ···;I ._:.;lt•.q 

. . · ... ·: · .... ,: . 
(3) Where the. Electoral Officer has.wamed the person 

wishing to yote as provided in subp~grap~ (l)(b) and 
notwithstaodingthewarningtheperson~·! : ·.:! • 1!.'.) 

• • . · . '.:' :. _ : .. ,,;,,,:: r·h J:,t: -.:~.:I.J '(rtl. 
(a) perstStsmvotmg;, 1 .. :: •. • ., • , -~'i ;; :.._, ··:1::-r ... 

• • • l I ... ,, ,,,.. .. I I 

(b) · p~uces_ evi~~ce to 's~o~ ~tl:~~.'?.r .~c(is 
the perso~ C:J:!ittled ·to yote· .. a~. -~ J~~~g. station· , · .. , ... ·H:·'· . , ..... ,J_s ... d ...... . 

' . . .ii!J :Jt,:, 

(c) makes and subsaibes to the declaration 
referredtoinparilgi'aph16f.' · · :I 

.. • • ~ J • ~ ;• I - j • • I ' .. ~ ; t; •:! '.• 

the Electol1ll Officer shall rc;cord iD writing the full name' and 
address which the person gives ~his Qr her name and address, 
deliver a ballot paper to the person arid alto~ him c;>r heriO vote '· ~- · 

1 
; 1• 

and, where he or she votes, state that fact in the record::· '''-.1 r 
. . :. - .. ·.~-) .:; :· 'I ,:.: .. ·..... . • .. . 1:..: i) ~ 1 ' 

. . 16.(1) An Electoral Offii:er at a poUirig station may, or on DeclaralioD ot 
the request of a Candidate or polling agent at the station shall, Wlcn 

require a person who wishes to. vote, before ~e person is given 
a ballot P,lper;·to fiirnish eVidence or' his 'or her identity to the 
satisfuciion of the Eiectoral Officer arid to n:i&ke ·and 1Sub~be 
to a ·decl.ar8tion in. the ·form ·piOV:i(Je'd ·1oy':!tiie': EiectOial 
Coouills5ion: · -: •. ·. · .. . ,!1.:o._;;rf'1 ·:, .. ·,;1,,;_ :.1. ~~~~·u; r1•, 

· · · (2) Where a ~isori )VOO ~bCs.~.'v~te·&~s ~~--~sh ~.". ·; .. c.·· ;~ 
eVidence of his • or her identitYI'iO :the 'satisfaction' • of' the I . 

Electoral Officer or to niake imd ·~ubscribe I to the aecl8iation 
refen;ed.;!O. ~- s~aragraph_ (1), ~~ -Electoral Officer may 

. re~~giv~J*.o~~lie~a~~~~ 1; .... . 
• o I~ •; I o ! o ; • J : ) f • . :i I I •' :~ ;.I ! ' 

17.(1) An Electoral Officer shall-
•• , 1 ·; ' • ., •• • ,., •'t ''' YOicrlto 

(a) ' · regulate the ildmission ofVoters to the polling pol.l.ia& llalioD 

:,,Ji I 'i Station in teSpect O{WbiCh he Or She has been 
apPOinted; . . , .. : , 

• .. • • l 
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·· ·.: · .. ". •. (b) ·· exclude • all other persons, except the 
,. .:··:: ; · ·. ;. ... : . candidates, Assistant Electoral Officers; . 

polling agents, police officers on duty, the 
. Chief Electoral Officer or any person 

"· ; ,' · •. '· 1· ,1 ,. '' authorisedbytheChiefElectoralOfficer. 
J. : ... ,::·;. · ••. .. ·:. 0 0 : •• 0 

(2) The Electoral Officer may order a pohce officer or 
any other person authorised in writing by the Electoral Officer 
to remove a person 'who rnisconducts himself or herself or fails 

.. to .. obey, lawful orders of the Electoral Officer at a palling 
• I station anC! the peison so removed shall not, unless authorised 

· · ~ by 'tJie Electoral Officer~ again be allowed to enter the polling 
statiQn. · · 

j ' ' · :: (3) A person . who has been removed under 
subparagraph (2) may be prosecuted for committing an 

·. offence. . . : · 

' I I 

Adjoummmt , · 't8.(1) . · ,Where proceedings at a Polling station are 
~~~~~incase • interrupted;'~~ obstructed by riot or violence, the Electoral 

Officer may adjourn the proceedings unm the following day· 
lo 

I', 

Procedure OD 

closina of poll 

and shall forthwith notify the Electoral Commission and the 
ChiefElectoral Office,r. · · . ' . . 

·,···: .... .-(2) .. :_Where .proceedi~g·. are adjourned ~t a· ~iling 
. stat~on uricter. s'ubparagraph (1), the hoUrs of. polling on the 
. following' d8y shall be the same as those gpecified for the day 
'on\'Yhich election was' ori8inally scheduled to take piace. 

19. , . The Electoral Officer sha11,. as soon' as practicable 
aft~r the ~losing' of the po11, in· the presence of the candidates 

·.:and P_Oilin~ agen(who wish to attend-.. . . : 

~· :· (a) · rnakeupintoseparatepacketswhichheorshe 

. ... 
0; 

~ . . . . 

shall seal with his or her own seal and that of 
the candidates if they ~ish so-

W ~unus~ballotpapers; . 

• 
0 

0 (if} . the marked copy of the register of 
voters; : 
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•· · (b) · complete a · statem~t,'tci be known as 'ihe 
• 1 · • ballot~ account, in the form provided by 

,~, ·. ·. theElectoralCommission;arid ·' ' · 

(c) transmit the packets and the ballot paper 
_ . ·- :· account to the Electoral CDmmission. .. 
. . . .. . ·. . : . \ . . ' .. 

65 

. 20.( 1) A candidate may appoint a peison. to be known as a Couz11iDa 
counting agent, to attend at the counting of votes. .,.m 

• :, • - ' I ' ., .,. oo 

(2) A.candidate shall giye ~ttcn notice, of the name 
and address ·of the. counting agent to' the ElectoriU Officer for 
the district in rCspect of which the candidate is standing for 
election not later than one Qa.y bCfo~ ~~date of the election; 

(3) If a counting agent_di~s or beco~es. incapabl~ _of 
acting as such. the candidate. may appoint an_other: counting 
agent in his or her place and shall forthwith give written notice 
of the name and address of the agent appointed to the Electoral 
Officer. · , 

· .. :•: '·' .. 
(4) An Electoral o'fficer may refustdo admit ·at the 

place where votes are co\mted a . person purporting 10 be 
• • ·:, ' • ; , ~ ' " • I ; • • I I 

counting agent but m. ,~~· of'.whom be or 5he has not · 
received a notice as provided in this Par-agiaph: 

":It; o,: .!,·.• '•;:1,,1 : (J ' 

21 .. (1) An ~lCctoral Officer shall make arrangements for Ccumia&ot 
the COunting' Of VOteS in' the presenCe Of the COunting agents aS Vola 

soon aS practicable after 'the cli>se' of the 'poll and shall, so far as 
practicable, p~ contin~p~.lY..!~ the c~'¥lting until jt is I tcd. ,,,, . . . . . I • • • • . .. . . . • 

CO~P, e . :..•!. . ,. . . t:, :· : . · . ."! . ~-. 
I ,I . ,: •• 1 . ' .. I •• ·,·,.. 0 

(2) ·. AD. Electoral Officer sb811 appoint sW:h iuunber of . 
persons, to be kiiown a5' enumerators: 8s be or she considers 
necessarytoassisthimorher in the counting of voteS. · ' 

•t: o•' o l '.. 1•:'' .,.J' • o', ,' 1° • J o 0 , '1 I I , , i 
22. · Except .with th~ consent of an Electoral Officer, no 

person other than the ChiefElectoral Officer, Electoral Officer, 
l'aiOill wbo may 
belftKDI III 
ecuntiaa of vola 
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AsSistant Electoral Officer, enumerators, the candidates and 
their counting agents and persons authorised in writing by~ 
Chief Electoral Offi~. may be present at the counting of 
votes. 

Method or . 23.(1) An Electoral Officer shall, in the preSence of the 
COUIItina 'counting agents and any other person retem:d to in paragraph 

22 who maybe present-

(a) openeachballotbox; 

(b) take oUt the ballot papers ·from the box; 
' . 

(c) proceed to count and record the number of 
ballot papers and the votes. 

(2) Ba1Jot papers shall be kept with their faces upwards 
while being counted and recorded. 

(3) Where a ballot paper-' 

( a) does not bear the official mark referred to in 
'paragraph 14(1)(a)(v); . 

(b) has anything Written or marked by which a 
voter can be identified; 

(c) is mutilated or tom; or 

(d) daes not contain a clear indication of the 
candidat~ for whom the voter has voted, 

-.shall not ·be counted and shall be endorsed with the word 
''rejected" by the Electoral Officer or, if a candidate or his or 
her counting agent objects to the decision of. the Electoral 
Officer not to count the ballQt paper, the w~rds ''rejection 
objected to". . · · · · 

(4) The Electoral. Officer shall prepare a statement 
showing the number of ballot papers rejected under the 
following heads-
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...... ·.· (c) . niutilatedortom'J· . 1.. • . •. 1.,.t' l 11 1 r 
o • • ,, o I • :, fl l,!I:IJ.,. .. : lf l •J lo o l • • o ,.. • 1 J 1, 11 1·; I"' I .t ~ 

, · · .· .t. ~ <iir · ·abseiice ··of·' a 'cic:ar::;·iridibation ···M ihe 
candidate forwhoril ilievoterli~~~ted,~:. : • 

• 1 ' • ; ' ~ I , • ·• • f ' o • • ·,: (f '' , '• ' I I \ ' 

- 'and shalt; on request, &low a candi&te' or a counting agent to· 
copythestatemenl ·' :·.•: ·'.''''''l·" ~·.;r:... ... •·,: . 

• • - • ' ·: • • • • •' ' ,; · ~ • f ' • rl . 
· (5) .. 'Wh9'C'ih an:electiq~'the. eJec;.tion !Jfa Chairperson 

and that ~f (C~cillor, are hel,(i .sipitilt;apeously, the ballot 
bOxes~latingto the electiffii ?fth~: ~~n shall be clearly 
marked and separated from the. other· ballot boxes and the 
counting of the ballot papers ~I !>e ,held separately IWd in a 
manner aS to avoid any mixing ofballot papers. . . . . . ·.·····' .• .. . . . . 

l4.(1) Where in an eleetion/ there is'an·equality,ofvotes 
between the candidates, die Electoiil Officer shall re-count the 
votes cast 

• •• 1 1 . i .. :! _,, ,· 

• • . (2) I • If after a re-count tindeT subparagraph ( 1) there is 
still an eqwllity of votes, the EU:ctoral Offic'er shaD, subject to 

· paragraph 25, report the fact to the' Chief Electoral Officer and 
·the Electoral Commission. ~ ~ ' ' .. · . 

. . -. (3)' '!Jle .Electoral·Cominissiqn·shall, 0n receipt ofthe 
report Under subparagraph (2), not ' later . thari 42. days;. fix 
another date for the holding of a Speei~l 'election for the election 
of such Councillor. · · · :: .. :: .. : .. ,r · ; c: ·:~ 'J'- • 

25.(1) . A candidate rYi his ' o~ her coim~g ~Sent may, if 
present when the CQunting or . a : re.:C'ountirig ' or: votes ~ is 
completed, require the ~lectoral Officer ~o have ~ votes re­
counted or again re-counted· but the· Ele~ral Officer may 
refuse to make a third or subsequent recount if the results of the 
last two re-counts are the same. 1 • 

~67 

: ..... ·. ; ·l 
. • : ~ .: t•;, '··. ,;,,: ...... :_, 
· •• :• .•,-4 
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Electonl 
Olliccr'a 
duties ea 
cooclusioa of 
Couo!in; 

~larltioa or 
result 

(2) An Electoral ·Officer ·shall, on the completion of 
co~ting or re-counting of votes, afford a candidate or his or 
her counting agent an opportunity to exercise the. right to 
request fora re-count under subparagraph (I)- · · 

,• 

26.(1) Upon the conclusion of the counting of the votes, 
' the Electoral Officer with ·the assistance of the Assistant 
Electo~lOffieer, Shalt_,. . .. 

. · . . (a) seal up in separate packets the counted and 
·rejected ballot-papers; 

(b) in the presence of the 'candidates or their 
·.counting agents, proceed, 'without opening 
the sealed packet containing the marked copy · 
of the register of votes, to verify the ballot 
paper account referred to in paragraph 19(b) 
by comparing the nwnber of baUot papers 
'received with the nwnber of ballot papers 
~un~ rej~tedand unused and shall ~seal 
each packet after examination; 

(c) prepare a statement as to the ~suit of the 
verification carried out under Slibparagraph 
(b) and, on request, allow a candidate or his or 
her counting agent to have a copy of the 
statement 

(2) The decision of the Electoral Officer as to any 
question regarding a ballot' paper shall be final and not be 
subject to review otherwise than on an election petition 

· referred to in paragraph 32 . 

. · 27.(1) Where the result of an election has been 
ascertained, the Electoral Officer sball-

(a) ~laretheresuit;and 

(b) ieport the result to the Chief Electoral Officer 
and the Electoral Commission, 
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· and the Electoral Commission shall publisb;the.results ~the 
Gazette . .. :.•.!·•.'· t•.! •· · .. . .... ·!· .·.··.. .t:J.: ... i• •. ~ · 

'• I,· 

(2) · Incaseofanelectionof-
~ : J • • .. !,.. I ~ ~ . i' . .. . 

• / . t (a) .the .. Chaiiperson, the candidate for.: whom 
. :;;:. · .. · .. ·. most .votes ba~e been·cast shall be declared 

• > .· : :~ ·.::·. ;~; .~er,,:.•::=·.<.· • •; :::.t o • :·.:'I· ·.·~.· 
. :, ..(b) , ~r ~uncillC?rs. ~~ e;an~~· ~or '!Vho.m 

·-.·: .. . ; . : . ~ost .yotc;s Jiave.~ ~t sbap ~.e placed at 
serial number 1 and, ~-ord~.~f.majority of 
votes cast in favour of candidates, 4 

!: : .. ··candidates .shall be .. declared •winner as 
: . · · ·. . Councillors.. . · . · · . , , . . . · 

(3) In the case where a Person has stood for election, 
both as Chairperson and as a Councillor, if~ person is elected 
as Chairperson he .or she shall ~ deemed to have withdrawn 
his or her candidature for election as a Councillor. 

(4) The El~toral -. Officer ~11 ~ a -list of 
candidates from amongst remaining candidates in order of • 

. · majority of votes cast in their favour for the purposes of filling 
up~fcasualv~~un~r~~on9. . . , . . . 

cs> Where, in the~ oia casuai~ ofthe'offi~ 
of a Councillor in a diStrict iinder section 9,' the pefS9n whose 
name appears next immediately after the names' of winDing 
candidates, as published in the Gazette, shall b'y the Chief 
Electoral Officer be recommended to fill such~ vaeancy . 
. . 28.(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Electoral Commission n..toc~yor 
shall ensure the safe custody of all documents relating to the .documad:l 
conduct of an election which are forwarded to him or her under 
this Act 

(2) The Electoral Commission shall destroy all 
documents referred in subparagraph (1 ); e~t the. list referred 

69 

'· 



70 [12th August 2015] 

to 'in paraglaph 27(5); after the expiration of6 months from the. · 
·date of an election unless otherwise directed by an order of the 
Court. 

·. ·.: ... 
29. An Electoral Officer may, unless otherwise 

direeted by the Chief Electoral Officer, authorise an Assistant · 
Electoral Officer at the.polling station in respect of which the · 
Electoral Officer has been apP.O~ted to do'-any act or thing 
which an Electoral Officer may ·do under this Act arid a 
reference,· other than this paragraph, in' this Schedule to an 
Electoral Officer shall be deemed to include a reference to an 
AssiStant Electoral Officer. ·· · · : ; · · 

,•' . 
RlghttorefuJc • ·30: · ·A'person who has voted at an election shall not; in 
disclosure or any legal proceedings or otherwise, be required ·to state for 
vote whom he or she voted . 

. . 
NO!)o~ 
ofaptuotiD 
invalidate 
proceediDp 

· 31. Where", · under · this Schedule, an act or · thing is 
required or authorised to be done in the presence of a polling . 

. agent, counting agent of a candidate or a candidate, the non­
attendance of the polling agent, counting agent or candidate at 
the time and· place appointed for the purpose shall ·not 
invalidate the act or thing. · · 

Electioa 32.( 1) The election of a person as a Councillor shall not be 
-tioo • ,...w questioned or subject to a review in any court wha~ver 

except on an election petition presented to the Supreme Court 
underthisAct · . · . · 

. (2) An election petition referred to in subparagraph (1) 
·may be preSented by- · 

. \ 

.•. 

(a) ·a perso~ who had a right to vote or who 
lawfully voted at the election to which the 
petition relates; 

(b) a person claiming to have had a right to be 
elected at the election to which the petition 

· relates; 
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{c) . a person who was ~ candidate at the .election 
: to which the petition relates; or · 

{d) theAttomeyGeneral. 1 
I : • 

(3) An election petition may claim-

• 
(a) a declaration that the eleCtion is void; 

•I : ' o • • • 'o 

{b) a · declaration that' a c8.ndidate was duly 
'electedr · - 'v - · 

(c) arecountofthevotes. · 

(4) An. election petition shall be presented within 10 
daysafterthedateofthepublicationof. the result of the 
election in the Gazetteunderparilgraph27. 

(5). ·The trial of an election petition shall, subject to 
subparagraph (6);.be held in th~ sam~ manner as a trial before 
the Supreme Court in its original civil jurisdiction. 

, ~ • . , , I 

I ' 

(6) TheSupremeCourt-
:. I , 

(a) · may, by order compel any person who 
appears to the Court to be concerned in the 
election to which the petition relates to attend 
as a witness at the trial; 

(b) exaririne a witness referfed to in subparagraph 
(a) or any person in Court, al(Jlough the 

· · person has not been callc:d as a witness. 

(7) A witness referred to in subparagraph ( 6){b) may, if 
present . at the trial, be cross-ex8mined by the petitioner, 
respondent and Attorney Oeneral, or their representatives. 

.I 
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33.(1) The election of person as a Councillor shall be 
declared void if it is proved to the satisfaction of the Sup~e 
Court-

(a) that · the election was not conducted in 
accordance with this Act and as a result, the 
result.ofthe election has been affected; 

(b) that an illegal practice was comniitted in 
connection with the election by or with the 
knowledge and consent or approval of tlie 
person elected or the agent of the person 

· elected; · 

(c) that the person elected was at th'e tinie of his · 
or her election not qualified for election as a 
Councillor. 

(2) In an election petition under paragraph 32, where it 
appears·to the Supreme Court- · 

. (a) · thatanactoromissionofapersonelected, the 
~gent of the person elected or any other 
person, which but · for this subparagraph, 
would be an illegal practice ·under this Act, 

· has been done or made in good faith through 
inadvertence or accidental miscalculation or 

·. soine other reasonable cause of a like nature; 
· or · 

(b) · that upon taking into account all the relevant 
circumstances it would be just that the person 
elected, his or her agent and any other person 
should not be subjected· to ·· any of the 
consequences under this Act for such act or 
omisSion, 

the Supreme Court may make an order allowing the act or 
omission, wliich would otherwise be an j)Jegal practice under 
this Act, to be an exception to the Act and the person elected, 
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his or her agent or any other person shall not be subject tc)the 
consequences of this Act in respect of the act or omission and 
the election of the person shall not; by i'eason only of that act or 
omission, be void. 

•I : i. • 

. · ~.(1) ·: At the conclusion of the trial of an election petition, 
the Supreme Court slial1 determine-',·:· ·: · · · · 

.. : . . • :· ... • : • · ... f. J .·., •• : :. 

(a) whether the · Councillor· whose election is 
subject o~the petition was lawfully elected; 

, • ' ,1 1 , • , , ·~ ' I , 1 • 

·. :(b) · whCtber 'some person;· other than the·person 
who was. declared elected~ at the election 

. which is the subject of the petition, was 
la~ly elected as aJ:~~cillor; or 

. '' 
(c) whdh~ the. ~~~ozi which is the subjec~ ~~ 

~e pe_titi~n was v~<:t, · , . ; ·. , 
... 

and pronounce its judgement and shall forward a certified copy 
totheElectoralCommission. . :·: ... · · . : · 

· :: (2) · Aii appeal agilinst, the determination of the Supreme 
Court refemid to m 'subp8ragraph (1) shall lie t,o the Court of 

Apf~~~·.~·'; .. i : .• ·.',. ii. ;,., ; ~·\. :.·.· .. ·::_::-. .1.: .': . _'. ~· ... :'.·. ·.· .. :·: .. ::~·: 
. . . : .. '· ·, . . . . ' ' 

. (3) ',Wbeie . -'an 'election . is ' declarco 'void :. imdei 
subparagraph (l)(c), a vacaii9 sh8ll i>C"deeined io haVe 
occurred . on . the date of the judgement, , ~e Electoral 
ConimisslonShiill, Withiii42 days ofthedate ofthejudgem'ent, 
fix a date for the holding ·of a re-election to 'till that vaC:ancy. 

•• •• • • • .:• f • • 

1, •. ' .. ' . 
( 4) ·- Where a peoon is elected in a' re-election undc:r 

subparagiaph (3), he or she shall, subject to this Act, hold office 
for a period ending on the date when the other Councillors of 

·the District Council would ordinarily end their 5 years term of 
office under section 4(3). . . 
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I>etermill8tioa --35.(1) . At the conclusion of the trial of an election 
of Court IS to petition under paragniph 3 2, the Supreme Court shall forward 
lllepl pnctlce its-determination to the Electoral Commission-

. : .. : . 

·, .•. ' > 

'(a) whether an illegal practice has been proved to 
. have. been . committed by or with the 

knowledge and consent or approval of a 
-candidate at an election, and the~ of the 

- '·. practice,ifaDy;and 
oo r o 

0 ••• 

(b) the name and descriptions of all persons who 
:·.-,. • · . • have been proved at the-trial to have been 
· . .-.: ·- _ ·_. . _ . · ~ofthepractice. 

:(2) · Before ·making any determination under . 
subparagrapb (l)iD respect of a person who is not a party to an 

. election petition under paragraph 32 or a candidate on behalf of 
whom .:the scat is clain:ied by an election petition under 
paragrapb 32, lbe Supreme COurt shall give the person an 
opportunity10··beheard.andto call evidence to show why he or 
s~ Should not be so determined. - · 

. , •(3) .Where ~e _Suprem~ ~urt makes a det~ation 
1hat:an:illegal practice bas been cOmmitted by a candidate or a 
-person With 'tlie lcnowledge -and cOn.sent or approval of .~ 
candidate to an election, 1he candidate ~1 be disqualified for . 
.a .peiiod of 6 y_ears from tbc date of the determination from . · 
cmitestirigan election of a CouDcillor. . ' . 

• I, ; • ,. • .' 
. ' . 

Secrecy · :Jfi;(lr .A 'PersOn .authorised .in v.:nfuig by the Electoral · 
'COminissiOn' '91' 'fue Chief Electoral Officer; a polling agent, 
<Counting ·;agertt ror so.cb other person authorised under this 
:SC'bcaule 1o :attend :at :a :polling station or at the counting of 
votes-s'hall,'Uiilessbe•or'S'hebastalcc:n-anoathofsocrecyundcr­
iliis 'Scbedulc,1akc 'an oath ()f secrecy in the prcscnDed form 
before attending atthc po1lingstation or counting. 

I o • ; I • • ~ ' • • • • • ' ' 

(2) A person referred to in subparagraph (1) shall not, 
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.~cept.fot; a:pwpose authorised•tind;er:this!\,ct or.an_y•writtcn 
.law-.:.q 1: 1:.sd~. t: ,. , uiu;·,::.<J. ~_, , \:J!:rr.:J'l:m lir>rlctmfjlll i 

!.·;u .. • ,; t.ui'(a)al·seek" to :·ootairi'Jhn:t irifcirmatioil'! lss·itoL'tlie 
·, .. :;·.· :; ·.-:: ~-,, nrcanaiaaitddrwhi:nnaPc:rsonisab~iitio:Voie 
ll -r .": ·~. · ••• -... ·;·.·:!::.rorliils vo~at'a;p(>!Jfug_s~tiori; ' to :;·.n:..u:~~ 1 

.... , .... 111::. 'J ;_: !JIII l ::u ... ;:. 1n ·,.:r:: ll• : i .I• .JI ll':JIIll r;u p;~il..; 'Jfi! !J:J:;d c:. rl 
. (b) communicate to any person _any information 

;l .. n •. . · ... 11:. ·::; 1: rP{~y.~;"~(~.tpJ~~~~graph(a); 
·.:'':.;· ;; :.~ ·· ·i · .. cJ, :: :i:.:.:,i ll r·tl ;.; ·.fuL:,:h% .:!r!• 1:.SU~' II 

!!.··'· __ , 1 ._,(~) . .r :c~~~.ca~~.~o~y~9P..f .• ~rc#.\!~~~'B!' 
as to the name or numl)l;l'-o voter w.uo .Da8 or 
has not applied fof'a:oai.lot paper o~·vote(fat a 
polling station or as to the official mark; 

(d) sye~ . to .~~-.or . . communicat~ any 
·information obtained at a counting of votes as 
to the c;andidate for whom any vote is given 
by any particUlar ballot paper; . 

. _· (e) communica~ - or : seek to ~ommunicate ~th 
any person after that person has received a 
ballot p~r and, before that ~on has placed 

.. ~epa~-~~~~~Pf~.x;;.,:;~:;,;~,._ ::· . l·:, .. d 

37. A person shall not, within a building when vo~ in 
an election is in progress, or at any place withiri 'the nu:i.iw of 
1 00 metres of any such building, wear or display any card. 

. symbo~ 'favotir' or 'othei emblerir1iDdicating 'support for a 
particular candidate in'theel~oii. ,. I.. • ·-~· 

38. ··· 1 A.misxiameormaci:uratedesCrlptiori'ofapersonor 
place named or described in a~ notice'. oi other document 
prepared or issued under this Schedule shall not affect the 
OJ)eratio~ of this Schedule as regards_ the person or place i£the 
person or place is so designated in the notice or other document 
,8St0 beide.oti~ed. . , :. :I ; ,.,: •, .; , . /: .' 1 ~ I 

• .1 .' •:::. :. ; • : 'j: :1 : i · .'· . . ·.:, t ,I j "J: • 1 f ~I. ·I::: 
39. ·:_The .-Electoral . Commission, '· Chief,: Electoral 

Officer, Electoral Officer or Assistant Electoral O~cei, as.the 

uVS 

·>·'·!"·'' ... . .. ~ ... 

Display of 
emblems in I 
vicinily or:,; 
pollina llalion 

Power to 
demand . 
iDCOilllaliOil, 
etc. 
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rcase ma)'l bel may. at:any •. time demand from· any person any 
infonnation necessary to ascertain ·whether a pe~·. is 

:-~}!i~ l91Y.C?.~~ ~t-~ el~o~. ~~a~-~ ~~ed to stand 
:-~·il .~.'!i~tt: ~n .. ~~~: ~9.i4entify ~t pers_on or the place of 
residence of ~t P.~~~· ~d. to. ~n;whether any person 
has become disqualified from voting or standing as candidate. 

rtotl!:; rmo1r.l ~r; :;_ tll .. '!:il: ~111 4 •·1 : .: ;" •• : •..• r•.: 
40.1 dq!:lA:'person cinp1oyed~iri c.Onneetion with an election 

under this Schedule shall receive such reasonable 
1retnuiiei!liidii~:;t0r'·:fiis ··"or '· hei" 'semces·'. as ·ilie Electoral 
·~ co~ss1o11ma¥actemiine/ · ··. · ···· .) · · 
!; 1:: n'::J•,: :,,·:-:'~!: ·: ~:n r. :·.i ,_,,t: ·.:. ,· :·· : •. • •. i: 

.:lu:n:i'.' ·.f: •n• .• :· .. ~ .... ·' · ·., · .· ·! !·, ~ 

t: (:: ·.:I'"-' :i~.' . l~ .. ,, ·: ;,:.·:' . 
SECOND. SCHE~ULE · 

'· ,-,;- . , .: • I ; I 

. [Sections 1 2(2) and 29] -

I ! ,, · ..• ·- MEETINGS OF DISTRICf COUNCIL 
.. ' ; .' '';'•. ·, . ., . . . . .. . 

:.· . .-·l~ i ·. •: 'ADi.stiictCoUncllshallholdameeting, which shall · 
be referred to as an oidi.D.aly meeting, every fortnight. 

,,, ••• ,., .. , · •. . I , . • H • I • • 

:; .:·, ;.'_',::!'(~r·,·i.~y,' ~~h~ :~ she is ofthe opini~n that it is 
· necessary ~o d~ so; and . . . . . · . 

-..:, 1:,, · :·: ·, (bL~ slui.ll, on.the written requisition of at least 2 
::.·.·wl1 ;··: ~~ · ' ·:· . Councillors, ·: 
; • o.!r.,;"lo:;~ • o· ·::,o: • ,·, '!. :' o 1 

·.convene' an extraordinary meeting of the District Council. 
1 r • .. : ~. :~ ·:' .. : • ·r! ~ · · ·, '' . ' 0 rJ :.. ': 0 • 

(i) A requisition referred to in subparagraph (l)(b) 
sball specify the reason for the requisition of a meeting and 
: contaip· any·re8olution which it is intended to be deliberated at 
t&'emeetiDg:·: !· . · !:1· •• · : • 
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· ·(j) · where the Olairperson does !lOt convene a meeting 
after a requisition referred to in subparagraph (2) within 7 days 
after receiVing tl;te requisition, the Councillors shall represent 

. the Minister of the fact and in 'that case the Minister shall 
convetiethe extraord.if!BlY meeting of the District Council. 

3.( 1) . A meeting of the Distl?ct Co~cil shall be bel~ at the 
office of the District Council. : ·. • · · 

{2) A meeting of the District Coun!=il shall be called by 
·at least 3 cl~ days' notice in wri$,g. . · 

. . . .. ·. 
(3) A notice calling a meeting shall specify the business 

it is purpo~ to l;le . transacted at the meeting and contain 
any re~lution whi~ ~ in~ended to be ~~~~at the meeting. 

(4) where all the C~cillo~ of a District Council are 
present at a meeting they .'may . waive the requirement of 
subp~~s(2)an~.<~>· :' .·. : . .... :: . ·.· ... · . · 

(5) A proCeeding, decision ·or. act of a District C<>uncil 
shall not be invalid by reason ·only : of the. fa~ that ~e 
requirement as to notice . under this Schedule has nqt been 
complied with.' · - ; . · · · ·· · .. · · 

4. 
is3 .. 

··.· 

. The quorum for a meeting of the District Council 
. · ... : ... ' .· . \ 

. •. : 
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S.(l) The Chairperson Shall preside at a meeting of the Cbairpcnoo ro 
-:A. at DistrictCounc~J. . . :;;;;;.. 

. .~ .· . . . 
(2) .·.Where the Chairperson is absent, the Councillors 

shall elect one am<!D& ~m to preside at the meeting. 

6.(1) . , Each Cc;>uncillor sluill have ~e vote. in respect. of c-1uct of 

any matter required io be 'decided uj,on by, the District Council Mceciap · 

but in the event of an equality. of votes the CoUncillor presiding 
at the meeting shall have a second or casting vote. 

-- -- · 
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.. , . (2):. . Questio.ns . arising at a meeting of the DiStrict 
Counc~ shall be decided by a majority o_fvot~. 

: o ,••' I o o o 0 

. i : (3) Unless the Councillors at a meeting of the District 
· Council otherwise decide, voting shall be by show ofhands. · 

• ! · ( 4) : · Unless the · Counc~Uors at a meeting otherwise 
decide, meetings of the District Council shall ~ held in 
private. 

:I ' .. . . ' .. . . 
(5) Except as it is otherwise provided in this Act, a 

District Council shall regulate its own proceedings. 
·.· :' ,: . :. '; .. ,' .... . 

. . -
Public · ''7.(1 )' ·.~e District Gouncil spali convene in the beginning 
meetina of every .year a public'meeting.ofresidents at a place and time 

by gi~g a notice in writing published at least in one daily 
neWspaper widely c.ii'culated in the district and such other 
method of communications as the District Council deems fit, 

.. ... ·. 

•• •. 't 

· and present in such meeting a report of its performanCe: and 
othe~. activi~es of the previous year and giving the full details 
ofplims and poliCies for the following year. · . 

'
0

•
1

: f o • 10 °~ : , 0 

0 
I I ' , 

I • ~ 0 • • • • "I .. 

(2) -: The pubiic' meetiii~ shall be presided 'over by the 
Chairperson. 

:/ ,': 11 1 I I • t, o, , ,.. tJ ' ' 0 I f• ; ' 

· {3) The District Administrator and other Councillors 
shall_also attend the public meeting._ · 

,I~ i ; ' 0 • '! ' ; '.- ! 1 1 lo : 0 0 ,.. t' 

. (4) The. District Council shall, at least 7 days prior .to 
the. public meeting, forward to the Minster a copy of the ootice 
of publi« Dieetirig. together with a copy of the statement of 
accounts. · · · : · · · ·. · · · : 

Minutes cit . 8;(1) · . A District CoUricil sh~ll keep a book containing the 
mectina ' · · minute5 oficfproeeedmgs and a record of itS decisions, orders 

and bthci acts.' · · ' ·. : · · · · . · 
·. . ' .. ,, .. 
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(2) The minutes shall cOntain a list of the names of 
Councillors present at the proceeding. 

(3) . The book referred to in subparagraph (1) shall be 
signed at the beginning and end of each meeting by the person 
presiding at the ~eeting. : 

· (4) The book referred to in subpaiagraph (1) shall be 
open for inspection by the Co~cillors and the Minister or any 
:Person nominated by the MiniSter. . · · 

I certify that this is a correct copy of the Bill w~ch was passed 
bytheNationaiAssemblyon4thAugust,201S. 

Ms. Luisa Waye-Hive 
Assistant Clerk to theN ationalAssembly 
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